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Agri minister calls for research into low-glycemic-
index rice

On 15 May 2023, Mr. Dith Tina, Minister of the Ministry
of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries, suggested Mr.
Jongsoo Shin, the Asia Director of the International Rice
Research Institute (IRRI), cooperate with the Cambodian
Agricultural Research and Development Institute
(CARDI) to study varieties of low glycemic index (low-
GI) rice that would be suitable for cultivation in
Cambodia. Mr. Tina expressed his gratitude for the IRRI’s
cooperation, especially on research concerning different
varieties of rice aligning with the ministry’s policies. He
further encouraged the IRRI to cooperate with CARDI
and the Department of International Cooperation to
examine the possibility of developing the production of
low-Gl rice as well as focusing on human resource
development, as its benefits continue long after a project
is completed. Every project must consider people’s health,
security, and economic stability, as well as the
sustainability of farmers’ incomes. In this regard, the
CARDI director, Lor Bunna, on 16 May said that the IRRI
focused on two specific types of rice: Japonica and low-
GIl. The CARDI has been working for two years on this
mentioned issue. For Japonica, there has been an
examination of 100 varieties from South Korea yearly;
this year would be the second year. Among the 100
varieties, there have been 30 varieties discovered suitable
for cultivation in Cambodia. For low-GlI rice, CARDI is
preparing to release six types by the end of the year, and
the IRRI will provide CARDI with more specimens to
test. According to CARDI, thousands of by the end of the
year, and the IRRI will provide CARDI with more
samples to test. According to CARDI, thousands of rice
varieties are currently grown in Cambodia. The institute
has evaluated more than 2,000 of them.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Cambodia commits to climate change

Mr. Ly Thuch, senior minister and first vice-president of
the Cambodian Mine Action and Victim Assistance
Authority (CMAA), attended the 79th session of the UN
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (UNESCAP) on 16 May 2023. He reiterated
Cambodia’s commitment to accelerate climate change
action at home and abroad for sustainable development as
the world experiences growing concern over the effects of
greenhouse gases on human life and the planet. He further
expressed his concerns about the adverse impact of
greenhouse gases that threaten the lives of millions of
people, especially those in Asia and the Pacific region.
Cambodia is no exception to such effects as it has
experienced early season rainfall that affected rice yields,
extreme heat, floods, and droughts that seriously affected
infrastructure systems, the economy, and development. To
address the issues, Cambodia has been constructing a
climate-resilient economic foundation to adapt and
mitigate climate change in all sectors, including
modernization of agricultural techniques, expansion of
transportation infrastructure, and a significant increase of
hydropower generation by 40 percent. Moreover,
Cambodia has pledged to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 27 percent by 2030 and increase the use of
renewable energy by 70 percent by 2050 under the Paris
Agreement. Cambodia has also established technical
teams to address climate issues nationwide to tackle
adapting and reducing climate change through
reforestation, sustainable urbanisation, and water resource
management. Mr. Ly Thuch mentioned that the
government also intends to strengthen multilateralism
with the UN to promote international solidarity on climate
action, support sustainable development, and promote
peace and prosperity in the global community.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post
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Royal turtles on verge of comeback: Official

Mr. Neth Pheaktra, Ministry of Environment spokesman,
on May 15 has led a group of journalists at the Koh Kong
Reptile Conservation Centre, where he called on
fishermen to help conserve the endangered royal turtle or
the Southern River terrapin, as it is on the verge of
extinction. He encouraged the people of all local
communities, especially fishermen, to join the authorities
in conserving these precious animals, which are the
national reptiles of Cambodia. These, and other rare
animals, have the potential to attract many tourists to the
Kingdom. In this regard, Mr. Thorn Phon, coordinator for
the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Royal Turtle and
Siamese Crocodile Management and Conservation
Project, said that this was the third year of the royal turtle-
breeding program. He was cautiously optimistic, as 122
royal turtles were successfully hatched this year and are
expected to increase to 200 the following year. However,
he expressed concerns about the threat imposed by illegal
fishing. It is noted that Royal turtles are found in only
three countries, including Cambodia, Indonesia, and
Malaysia, and are listed as critically endangered on the
IUCN Red List.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Czechs to share expertise

On 16 May 2023, Mr. Ouk Rabun, Minister of Rural
Development, met with Mr. Petr Gandolovic, the Director
of Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid of the
Czech Foreign Ministry. The Czech Republic promised to
offer expert training and assistance for Cambodian
technicians in the water management and grain processing
sectors to enhance the accessibility of clean water and
reduce the migration of Cambodians abroad. The Czech
government also pledged to provide technical assistance
for disaster relief and prevention and offer scholarships
for both Cambodian officials and students for
undergraduate and postgraduate studies in the Czech
Republic. Moreover, the Czech government also plans to
supply medical equipment to help save the lives of
newborn infants and offer training to the National
Children’s Hospital officials.

The Czech government also funded the construction of the
Ream Turtle Health Center, Thla Prachum Health Center,
and Trapaing Kranhuong Health Center. The Czechs also
helped build a maternity ward in Koh Andet Referral
Hospital for training new healthcare workers in Takeo
province. The Czech government also plans to train
Cambodian farmers in grain processing skills to create
jobs and reduce migration to cities and abroad, as grain
processing is a sector in which the Czech Republic has
many years of experience.

Source: Khmer Times
Cambodia, UN discuss mine clearance action

On 16 May 2023, Mr. Ly Thuch, Senior Minister and
First Vice President of the Cambodian Mine Action and
Victim Assistance Authority (CMAA) met with Mrs.
Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Under-Secretary-General of
the UN ESCAP to discuss cooperation on mine clearance
at the 79th UNESCAP meeting. Mr. Ly Thuch expressed
high gratitude toward ESCAP for their support in mine
clearance action in Cambodia and for being a co-chair of a
side event on Mine Action for Sustainable Development
at the ESCAP’s 79th Session, in which Cambodia and the
ESCAP reiterated their joint effort in clearing all
landmines and explosive remnants of war (ERW).

Source: Khmer Times
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