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World Migratory Bird Day marked in Tbong
Khmum

On May 10, the Ministry of Environment observed World
Migratory Bird Day in Thong Khmum province to
increase awareness of the importance of wetlands and
instill in the public the spirit of conservation and birdlife
protection. The theme for this year was "Water:
Sustaining Birdlife," and the Boeung Kade multi-purpose
area in the Kroch Chhmar region was named a protected
area. Migratory birds rely largely on wetland supplies,
which are under threat from human water demand,
pollution, and climate change. The 1.643ha Boeung Kade
multi-purpose area supports many bird species and is vital
to people for irrigating farms and utilizing fishery
resources. It also enhances the prestige of Tbhong Khmum
province.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Cambodia to receive $60 million credit from
World Bank for solid waste, plastics management

The World Bank has authorized $60 million for Cambodia
to help the country improve solid waste and plastics
management. A three-million-dollar grant from the
PROBLUE trust fund will help to fund the project.
Economic development, urbanization, and tourism have
resulted in a significant increase in solid waste and
plastics use in Cambodia. The project will help the
government strengthen institutional capacity for solid
waste and plastics management, improve the performance
of the private sector engaged in waste services, and
improve waste fee systems in order to support improved
solid waste operations that are environmentally,
financially, and socially sustainable. Maryam Salim,

World Bank country manager for Cambodia, expressed
that the project will also help households gain better
access to regular waste collection, and with increased
landfill, recycling, and composting capacity, there will be
positive impacts on public health, the environment, and
tourism.

Source: Khmer Times

National Assembly approves environmental law

The National Assembly's Standing Committee on May 12
received a draft copy of new environment and natural
resources laws for review and study. The code was
proposed to re-define natural resource management
procedures and was approved by the National Assembly
(NA) Standing Committee and handed over to the
Commission on Planning, Investment, Agriculture, Rural
Development, Environment and Water Resources for
review. The Council of Ministers — chaired by Prime
Minister Hun Sen — also approved the draft code during
an April 28 plenary session. The code will strengthen and
improve the management of the environment, the
protection, conservation and restoration of natural
resources, biodiversity, ecosystem functions and
sustainable living, and set a common strategic direction
for environmental protection and natural resource
conservation.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Breath of hope: Kingdom launches project to
vastly improve air quality

To develop an emission inventory and produce an air
quality control air quality data system, Cambodia has
launched a two-year project, which will be
institutionalised into the Ministry of Environment system,
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and build a roadmap for a low-carbon transportation
strategy for Siem Reap City. Danh Serey, Director
General of Environmental Protection, expressed his
optimism about the project and that it will be an important
catalyst to improve air quality, enhance public health and
protect the environment in order to achieve the 2030
Sustainable Development Goals. “The project will
provide technical assistance to ensure the quality and
accuracy of air quality data, data collection on air
pollution emissions from the transport sector, and
strengthening inventory activities, and so on,” he said.

Source: Khmer Times

WFP and Cambodian Agriculture Cooperative
Corporation launch $3 million project to support
smallholder farmers

The WFP and CACC are launching a project to improve
the resilience and livelihoods of smallholder farmers in
Koh Nhek, Mondulkiri, with funding from the Global
Agriculture and Food Security Programme and CACC.
The CACC project is designed to promote improved
nutrition and gender equity through social behavior
change approaches. It will build an inclusive and
integrated organic food value chain and incentivize
smallholder farmers, including women and indigenous
population, to switch to the organic farming approach
using only natural fertilizers and pesticides, coupled with
other climate-smart practices. The goal is to increase the
participating farmers’ incomes by up to 20%, compared to
typical farm gate returns, and the farmers will be able to
use the premiums earned to better safeguard against future
shocks and stresses. To tackle the issues, the project will
deploy social behavior change communication to
influence food behaviors and gender equality in the
households.

Source: Khmer Times
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