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Japan reaffirms support for Kingdom’s fight
against marine plastic pollution

Japan on February 17 reaffirmed its support for
Cambodia’s management of plastic waste and battle
against marine plastic pollution. The pledge came two
days after Ichitomo Taninai, deputy chief of mission of
the Japanese embassy, made a site visit to Sihanoukville
for the “Combating Marine Plastic Litter in Cambodia”
project, as noted by the Japanese embassy in a statement.
“The project is a technical and financial support by the
Government of Japan through UNDP Cambodia, and
implemented by the Ministry of Environment to prevent
and minimise plastic pollution on land and in the ocean
through promotion of a 4R — Refuse, Reduce, Reuse and
Recycle — framework,” it said. “Japan will continue to
support Cambodia’s efforts in management of plastic litter
and help prevent additional marine plastic pollution,” it
vowed.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Justice minister inks MoU with French Superior
Council of Notaries

Minister of Justice Koeut Rith on February 17 signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) on cooperation
with the French Superior Council of Notaries (CSN). The
deal was also inked by Jean Deleage, CSN Southeast Asia
representative, at a ceremony held in the presence of
justice ministry leaders, French ambassador Jacques
Pellet, and Jean Moulin University Lyon 3 representatives
Beatrice Balivet and Olivier Gout. Under the MoU, the
CSN will help Cambodia with a three main tasks, marking
a “new page” in cooperation between the two institutions
and the notary profession in Cambodia, the minister said.

The first is the preparation of a solid legal framework for
the establishment, management and development of the
notary profession in Cambodia, according to the “Latin
system” and the practical needs of society, Koeut Rith
said. The second is the training and capacity-building of
notary students to enhance quality and effectiveness, as
well as promote public recognition, trust and confidence
of and in the profession, he said. The third is the
preparation of a law and legal standards for the
establishment and management of the mediator
profession, which is relatively new in Cambodia, he
added.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

WCS Cambodia hands over 15 royal turtles to
‘third assurance colony’

Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) Cambodia
announced that it had handed over 15 royal turtles to the
“National Aquaculture Research and Development
Institute Samdech Techo Hun Sen, located in Roka
commune, Kandal province” on February 16, in
collaboration with the Fisheries Administration (FiA)
under the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.
The turtles included two sub-adults — one male, one
female — and 13 juveniles, WCS Cambodia affirmed in a
February 17 statement. “The institute covers an area Of
approximately 30ha. The purpose is to have them at the
institute for students to study their biology, as well as for
breeding. “Transferring some of these critically
endangered turtles for breeding in different places will
allow to better protect and conserve the species from
extinction. “This is the third assurance colony of its kind,
after WCS's Koh Kong Reptile Conservation Center in
Koh Kong province and Angkor Center for Conservation
of Biodiversity in Siem Reap province. WCS will provide
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technical support as needed, to ensure the reptiles stay
healthy,” it said.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Preah Vihear aims to become an organic farming
province

Provincial Governor Kim Rithy told the Cambodian News
Agency (AKP) that Preah Vihear was transforming into
an organic farming province in Cambodia. Agriculture is
a potential sector of the province, including existing
resources such as organic rice, organic cashews, as well as
organic cassava, which have already been welcomed by
the public. Emphasizing that the province has been
promoting organic farming among farmers across the
country. Mr. Kim Rithy says that organic farming is
considered value-added, and farmers can sell their organic
products more expensively than using pesticides or
chemical fertilizers even if organic products have lower
yields. The provincial governor said that Preah Vihear
province has a lot of potential in the field of organic
agriculture. So far, most farmers have grown traditional
crops. To achieve this concept, he said. He added that we
need to make all villages organic. Once each village has
an organic farms, Preah Vihear will become an organic
crop province. Currently, the province is urging private
companies to place orders at the village and community
levels.

Source: Khmer Times

Clean-Up Day to Celebrate the Birthday of the
Cambodian Red Cross

On February 17, 2023, the Cambodian Red Cross branch
in Siem Reap organized a clean-up ceremony at the
Cambodian Red Cross Millennium Park to celebrate the
68th anniversary of the Cambodian Red Cross (February
18, 1955 - February 18, 2023). A total of 150 officials and

students participated in a clean-up day at the Cambodian
Red Cross Millennium Park. They worked to clean up the
environment in the Cambodian Red Cross Millennium
Park by cutting down dead branches, clearing weeds as a
way to prevent fires that could eventually spread to the
trees in Millennium Park, especially to confirm their will
to participate. The young people of the Cambodian Red
Cross, as the saying goes, "be active at the grassroots to
achieve global goals." At the same time, the officials from
the Provincial Forestry Administration and professional
officers worked hard to cut down the old branches so that
their stems could grow well and cut down the useless
saplings.

Source: Khmer Times

South Korea says food shortage in North Korea is
likely to worsen

South Korea's unification ministry said Wednesday that
food shortages in North Korea are likely to worsen amid
reports that North Korea has recently cut back on its
military. North Korea has acknowledged the seriousness
of its food shortages as it called agricultural development
"urgent” for this year. This is according to the Ministry of
Inter-Korean Affairs. North Korea reduced its daily food
rations from 620 grams to 580 grams per soldier for the
first time in the 2000s, the daily DongA llbo reported on
Wednesday. Speaking at a meeting of the National
Unification Committee, Kwon Youngse said North Korea
was said to have asked the World Food Program for food
aid as its food crisis worsened. Kwon said the situation in
North Korea did not appear to have reached the point
where people died of starvation as seen during the
Arduous March (1990s). North Korea is scheduled to hold
a plenary session later this month to discuss food issues,
which observers say point to its urgent need to address the
food crisis.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post
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