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More than 10,000 hectares of rice paddies in
Takeo affected by recent floods

Ouch Phea, Governor of Takeo, said that the recent out of
season floods affected more than 10,000 hectares of rice
fields in the province. The provincial governor confirmed
that the four districts affected by the floods in the dry
season include: Treang, Samrong, Ang Borei and Daun
Keo districts. He stated that of the more than 10,000
hectares of rice paddy affected by rain, 10 hectares were
completely destroyed and 300 were saved. Phea said that
he had inspected the areas affected by the floods and
instructed the agricultural officials, water resources
officials and local authorities to continue to monitor and
evaluate the impact of the floods and urged them to be
prepared to open waterways and evacuate people from
flooded areas to safer places if floods occur.

Source: Khmer Times

Champei Sar 70, a new rice variety named after
Cambodia-Australia’s diplomatic relationship

Champei Sar 70 is a new variety of rice named in late
2022 by Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen to mark the
70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties
between Cambodia and Australia. Champei Sar 70 was
bred by the Cambodian Agricultural Research and
Development Institute (CARDI) from Phka Rumduol with
CNi9024. According to the Australian Embassy in
Cambodia, Champei Sar 70 was developed when
Cambodia needed a new premium rice variety that
farmers could harvest in short periods twice a year. It is a
new rice variety supported by the Australian Government
and is now being used to produce genetically pure seeds
to supply local communities, the source added. “Last year,
Australia and Cambodia marked 70 years of diplomatic

relations — the new rice was officially released after 9
years of hard work, including many tests and trials,” the
embassy underlined.

Source: Khmer Times

Solar water well, roads inaugurated at
Cardamoms

Authorities yesterday inaugurated a solar-powered water
well along with construction of 3 new laterite roads in
Koh Kong province giving access to rural communities,
which did not have fresh water supplies or roads. The
construction in Chi Phat commune, Thma Baing district,
Koh Kong province, was made possible thanks to the
Southern Cardamom REDD+ project, which sells carbon
offsets to corporations. The project was managed by the
Ministry of Environment and implemented by the
Wildlife Alliance. According to the work plan, the water
well is one of the largest ever built, with a 10,000-litre
storage tank, serving around 176 families. The 3 new
roads benefit approximately 638 families. “These new
infrastructures have eased access to key markets, essential
social services and adequate clean water. The project
supports local livelihoods directly. The Southern
Cardamom REDD+ project has benefitted thousands of
people already and will continue to aid thousands more in
coming years. | have seen the transformation with my
own eyes and encourage community members to share
their experience of changes to their daily lives,” said Sok
Sothy, Deputy Governor of Koh Kong province during his
inaugural address.

Source: Khmer Times
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CGCC-guaranteed loans reach $92.7 million

Credit Guarantee Corporation of Cambodia Plc (CGCC)
has issued a total of 985 Letters of Guarantee (LG) for
loans worth $92.7 million as of December 31 after more
than two years of operation, as part of its mission to
support post-Covid-19 economic recovery, especially
among small- and medium-sized enterprises (SME).
These numbers were disclosed by CGCC CEO Wong
Keet Loong on January 17 at the state-owned enterprise’s
annual seminar on the “Role of Credit Guarantee Schemes
in SMEs Development in Cambodia and ASEAN”. The
Malaysian shared that, as of November 30, the
outstanding guaranteed amount was $51.2 million out of
the $70.9 million worth of loans covered by the LGs —
remaining in the target 70-80 per cent range at just over
72 per cent. He broke down the proportions of LGs by
sectors and other categories: retail trade (29%), services
(11.6%), industry (8.3%), agriculture (2.6%), other
(48.4%); SMEs (96.45%), large firms (3.55%); unsecured
(66.70%), secured (33.30%). Speaking at the seminar,
Ministry of Economy and Finance secretary of state Mey
Vann hailed SMEs as drivers of employment as well as
income for locals and hence key vehicles for socio-
economic progress in Cambodia, largely crediting these
smaller businesses for reducing the poverty rate from 50.2
per cent in 2003 to 17.8 per cent in 2020. He highlighted
SME development as a government priority, stressing that
a raft of key strategies, policies and even institutions have
been established to this end.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

South Korea asked to provide technical assistance
in water resources

Minister of Water Resources and Meteorology Lim Kean
Hor on January 20 asked South Korea to assist the
ministry with technical aspects in relation to satellite
systems, meteorology, hydrology and human resource
training. Kean Hor made the request at a meeting with

South Korean parliamentarian Lim Jong-seong, Asia
Water Council secretary-general Dr Cho Yong-deok, UN
Development Programme (UNDP) Cambodia resident
representative Alissar Chaker and her colleagues, at the
ministry. “Lim will convey this request to the Korean
government, and in the future, Korea will work together
on water resource issues, not just for Cambodia, but also
all of Asia,” the ministry stated. Participants of the
meeting also discussed stepping up cooperation and
resolutions to water issues in Cambodia, and Asia as a
whole. At the meeting, the minister highlighted the long
history of “good” Cambodia-South Korean relations that
he said have only improved and deepened over time, and
expressed appreciation for the East Asian country’s
continued support for economic development in the
Kingdom, especially as pertaining to the water resources
domain.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

China reports nearly 13,000 Covid deaths over
last week

China reported nearly 13,000 Covid-related deaths in
hospitals between January 13 and 19, after a top health
official said the vast majority of the population has
already been infected by the virus. China a week earlier
said nearly 60,000 people had died with Covid in
hospitals as of January 12, but there has been widespread
scepticism over official data since Beijing abruptly axed
anti-virus controls last month. China's Center for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) said in a statement on
Saturday that 681 hospitalised patients had died of
respiratory failure caused by coronavirus infection, and
11,977 had died of other diseases combined with an
infection over the period. The figures do not include those
who died from the virus at home. Airfinity, an
independent forecasting firm, has estimated daily Covid
deaths in China will peak at around 36,000 over the Lunar
New Year holiday. The firm also estimated that more than
600,000 people have died from the disease since China
abandoned the zero-Covid policy in December.

Source: Fresh News
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