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Phnom Penh’s first toilet waste treatment plant 70
pct completed

The first phase of the toilet waste treatment plant project
in Phnom Penh has achieved about 70 percent of the plan,
which will be completed by the beginning of May. Deputy
Phnom Penh Governor Nuon Pharath led a working group
to inspect the progress of the construction of the toilet
waste treatment plant located in Sangkat Pleung Cheh
Roret, Khan Kamboul, Phnom Penh. This project will
contribute to improving the well-being of the people in
Phnom Penh by providing three main benefits, including:
Environmental benefits through proper wastewater
management, which will improve the quality of sewage in
the city; Social benefits through job creation and recycling
of toilet waste into organic fertilizers to reduce the use of
chemical fertilizers and Economic benefits through the
sale of organic fertilizers produced in the agricultural
market. The first phase project is a joint financing
between Phnom Penh Capital Administration and
International Association of French Mayors (AIMF) and
was launched on May 24 of last year.

Source: Khmer Times

Import of timber allowed to meet local needs,
reduce deforestation

Minister of Agriculture Dith Tina announced that the
ministry has allowed and facilitated the import of timber
from abroad to reduce the pressure on the demand for
timber on forest resources in Cambodia. In a press
conference held this morning, the Minister said that
Cambodians have shifted from using luxury wood to
using other wood with similar quality. At the same time,
he noted that the trend of using imported timber has also

increased significantly. Some have used imported wood
from African countries, China and Malaysia. “We cannot

deny the demand for wood for domestic use, our people
still need to build houses from wood, still need wood to
make trenches or fences or the need for firewood or
charcoal. So, these different needs are putting some
pressure on our existing natural resources,” said the
Minister. To meet the demand for domestic timber, the
Ministry will strengthen the capacity to produce timber in
line with domestic demand and facilitate imports from
abroad, as well as promote tree planting movements, both
for reforestation and for businesses such as acacia or oil.

Source: Khmer Times
Fisheries crime down in 2022, say officials

In 2022, the Fisheries Administration (FiA) referred more
than 120 cases to court and worked with authorities to
crack down on nearly 3,000 cases of offenses across the
country, issuing a total of over 310 million riel ($75,000)
in fines. A December 27 report from the FiA, seen by The
Post on January 3, said it cooperated with authorities at all
levels to quash offences throughout the Kingdom, most
notably around the Tonle Sap Lake. The FiA, which is
under the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,
filed a total of 2,778 cases, including 177 maritime
offences, a decrease of 453 over the previous year.
According to the report, the FiA confiscated and
destroyed 1,183,433m of seine fishing nets and 589,606
fishing poles, 109,016m of gill nets, 6,818 fish traps and
291 electrical shock devices. It released more than 36
tonnes of fish back into the Tonle Sap Lake. FiA deputy
director Ung Try told The Post that since the beginning of
2022, the FiA has educated 2,107 fishermen — 168 of
them women — during 154 training sessions on the latest
rules and regulations. He said officials still faces some
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difficulties, as the use of illegal fishing equipment still
persisted in some areas.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Record prahok increase result of fisheries crime
suppression

The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries said
this season’s production of the pungent Cambodian fish
paste prahok has increased by 40 per cent over last year,
noting that the significant growth demonstrated the
effectiveness of crackdown on fisheries crimes during the
spawning season. A ministry press release said the yields
of the stationary trawl fisheries — known in Cambodia as
“dai” — in Phnom Penh and neighbouring Kandal province
during the December 29-January 3 prahok season grew to
1,481 tonnes. Last year’s haul was just 890 tonnes. “The
growth of the catch by dai reflected an increase in the
amount of freshwater fish. The increase was the result of
effective law enforcement by fisheries officials and the
police during the 2022 spawning season,” it said. It added
that the ministry would continue to enforce the law
strictly and would not hesitate to prosecute offenders. The
ministry said that when the fisheries yields increased,
fishermen and residents of communities were able to look
for fish easily and at an affordable price. Heng
Sophearith, director of the Fisheries Administration’s
(FiA) Kandal provincial cantonment, said this year’s
catches had increased thanks to improved understanding
of the importance of conservation, along with increased
law enforcement.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

New school year underway with more funding:
Minister

On the opening day of the new school year, Minister of
Education, Youth and Sports Hang Chuon Naron
announced that funding for schools had been increased, in
order to allow them to implement wide-ranging reforms.
Public schools nationwide began the new school year on

January 2. Education ministry spokesman Ros Soveacha
said the opening of the new school year had taken place as
planned, with no issues being reported. Chuon Naron
encouraged staff and management at all levels to continue
the excellent work that had seen the safe and successful
end of the 2021-2022 school year. He added that in order
to support school reform, the government — through the
Ministry of Economy and Finance — has been steadily
increasing funding for schools each year. “In 2023, |
encourage all schools to focus on improving quality,
accountability and transparency while leading and
managing schools. They should lead, teach and manage
students efficiently, while encouraging the participation of
parents and guardians, communities and local authorities
in the development of schools,” he continued. Chuon
Naron said that from 2023 onward, the education ministry
has laid out an 8-point priority plan which aims to affect a
common education transformation. The plan highlights
the safe reopening of schools and the recovery of student
learning, the development of teacher’s professional
capacities, digital education and STEM learning, while
also recommending closer ties with centres of higher
education.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

EPA proposes new rule to crack down on deadly
air pollution

The current standard, which has been in place for more
than a decade, limits the average annual amount of fine
particle pollution to 12 micrograms per cubic meter of air.
The EPA is proposing reducing that limit to 9 to 10
micrograms, though it will be taking public comment on a
range as low as 8 and as high as 11 migrograms per cubic
meter. The final standard will be a single digit somewhere
in that range. Fine particulate matter — called PM2.5 —
pollutes outdoor air by the burning of fossil fuels like
gasoline, diesel and oil, as well as wood. It is the tiniest
pollutant yet among the most dangerous. When inhaled, it
travels deep into lung tissue, where it can enter the
bloodstream and can contribute to cardiovascular disease,
asthma and other respiratory illnesses.

Source: CNN
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