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Rice transplanters now affordable, cost-effective,
suggest agri experts

Agricultural experts advised farmers to try using rice
transplanters, purpose-built machines which plant seeds
and transplant seedlings. The machines reduce costs, save
time and require less human labour, and are now
manufactured in Cambodia and sold at affordable prices.
Ngin Hun, director of the Kampong Chhnang Department
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, told The Post the
department had impressed farmers with a demonstration
of the capabilities of the machines. The demonstration
was carried out on 2ha of farmland in Kampong Os
commune, Cholkiri district on December 27. “Using a rice
transplanter, we used just 40kg of seeds per hectare.
When done by hand, the same area would require between
120 and 150kg,” he said. He added that in addition to
saving seed, the machines also save time and human
labour. Planting one hectare took one person 30 minutes
with a transplanter, whereas a labour force of 30-40
people would take a full day to accomplish the same
results.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

PM, health ministry renew calls for Covid-19
precautions

With Covid-19 infections weighing on public health
services in many countries around the world, the head of
the Cambodian government and a senior Ministry of
Health official renewed calls for people to remain
cautious. Ministry of Health spokeswoman Or Vandine
said both the ministry and the people had received regular
instruction from the head of government on the matter,
while the experiences of 2020 and 2021 remained clear in
the memory with the New Year on the horizon.

“We must all understand that although we managed to
control the spread of Covid-19 well in Cambodia, it has
not disappeared. It is still with us. “And because of the
possibility of Covid-19 mutating, we have seen new
strains evolve and so we must continue taking
precautions,” said Vandine, who is also head of the
national Covid-19 vaccination committee. With nations
around the world still recording infections, particularly
neighbouring countries, Cambodia was detecting Covid-
19 cases every day, she added. “It means we can only be
safe when infections die down in neighbouring countries.
Cambodia is just one country in the region, so the
possibility of infections occurring remains,” Vandine said.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

6th dose to be administered to further strengthen
herd immunity

Cambodia is going to administer the 6th dose of COVID-
19 vaccine to its frontline civil servants, authorities and
the general public so as to further tighten the herd
immunity, as the pandemic still exists in the world,
including Cambodia. The announcement was made by
Prime Minister Hun Sen in a special voice message shared
yesterday evening. Besides, he continued, children aged
from 3 to under 5 years old will receive the 4th shot,
while those from 5 to under 12 years old will get the 5th
jab. “This is to ensure the safety and health of our
citizens,” the Premier underlined. “Vaccine is the only
choice to help us reduce the risk of infections and the
severity of illness.” The Prime Minister added that he
agreed with the principle to continue the vaccination
every six months after the last dose and instructed the
National Ad-hoc Commission for COVID-19 Vaccination
to work on the plan.


https://phnompenhpost.com/business/rice-transplanters-now-affordable-cost-effective-suggest-agri-experts
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Hun Sen also reaffirmed that Cambodia has enough
COVID-19 vaccines, indicating that there are currently 7
million doses of vaccines in the national stock without
counting the 20 million others that have not arrived in
Cambodia yet. He thus re-appealed to his compatriots to
get the booster doses.

Source: Khmer Times

Chinese oral COVID-19 drug equally effective
with Paxlovid: study

An oral antiviral agent called VV116, which is a potent
anti-COVID-19 drug, is just as effective as Paxlovid in
increasing the speed of clinical recovery, according to a
scientific study published on Wednesday in the New
England Journal of Medicine. The China-developed anti-
coronavirus drug has shown improved performance
during the early onset of Omicron infections. Its
developers include several institutes under the Chinese
Academy of Sciences. Previously, a preliminary small-
scale study showed a shorter viral shedding time in
patients with COVID-19 who received VV116 within five
days after the first positive test than in those who received
regular care. Those in the treatment group, who received
VV116 within five days of their first positive test, had an
average viral shedding time of 8.56 days, while those in
the control group had an average time of 11.13 days. In
the new study published Wednesday, in a phase-3,
randomized trial during the outbreak caused by the
Omicron variant, the median time to sustained clinical
recovery for the VVV116 group was four days, compared to
five days for those taking Paxlovid. Among adults with
mild-to-moderate  COVID-19 who were at risk of
progression, at seven hospitals in Shanghai, VV116 was
not inferior to Paxlovid or nirmatrelvir-ritonavir and
showed fewer safety concerns, according to the study. As
the global supply of Paxlovid is currently falling short of
demand, VV116 can be considered a better option, said
the researchers.

Source: Khmer Times

Vietnam reports 131 new COVID-19 cases

Vietnam recorded 131 new COVID-19 cases on Friday,
down 103 from Thursday, according to its ministry of
health. The new infections brought the totally to
11,525,144. The Southeast Asian country reported two
new deaths from the pandemic in the southern province of
Tay Ninh on Friday, bringing the total fatalities to 43,186.
As of Friday, 35 severe cases were in need of assisted
breathing and 10,611,183 COVID-19 patients, or over 92
percent of the total infections, have recovered, according
to the ministry. Approximately 265.5 million doses of
COVID-19 vaccines have been administered in the
country, including over 223.2 million shots on people
aged 18 and above, said the ministry. Vietham has already
recorded COVID-19 infections with Omicron BA.4,
BA5, BA.2.12.1 and BA.2.74 sub-variants and is
accelerating the inoculation of its people with a fourth
vaccine dose.

Source: Fresh News

COVID-19 hospitalizations rise as new variant
emerges

Hospitalizations are on the rise across the United States,
as a new variant emerges. Hospitalizations have increased
4.2% from two weeks ago, with daily intensive care unit
admissions rising more than 9% from two weeks
ago, NBC News reported. COVID-19 hospitalizations are
not expected to reach the level they did last winter, when
the original Omicron variant began to spread. However,
according to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, a new variant called XBB.1.5, now
makes up 40.5% of new infections across the
country.

Source: UPI
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