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Kandal province declared an ODF environment

A total of 1,323,008 people in Kandal province now live
in a healthy and open defecation free (ODF) environment.
In the commemoration event of this achievement
yesterday, the Ministry of Rural Development officially
announced that Kandal province is the third province free
of open defecation with high sanitation coverage. Ouk
Rabun, Minister of Rural Development, said it took more
than three years and numerous evaluations for Kandal
province to be free from open defecation. “It took great
effort to get collaboration from the public for receiving
this accomplishment the residents are having high
sanitation coverage, which will improve the environment,
health and their entire well-being,” he said. He added that
there are only three provinces across the country, free
from open defecation, Prey Veng, Svay Rieng and Kandal
provinces. “Prior to declaring that each province will be
exempt from open defection, as is the case in Kandal at
the moment, each province needs to undergo a thorough
evaluation in all areas, at least 10 to 20 times,” he said. He
added that whether all households have bathrooms,
whether everyone is aware of the importance of washing
their hands after using the restroom, whether everyone has
access to adequate sanitation both at home and in the
community, among other things.

Source: Khmer Times

Fish farmers causing pollution and blocking water
flow in Battambang’s Sangke River

Sangke River in Battambang province is being polluted by
fish farmers and residents living along the river want
authorities to take action. They say the smelly and dirty
river is impacting their daily lives.

Chan Rith, a resident of Samlot district claimed that fish
farmers along the river have been polluting the river.
“Fish farms should not be allowed along the river. The
river is public property and the authorities should stop the
fish farmers as soon as possible because it is impacting
the well-being of the people living along the river,” Rith
said yesterday. Seng Baksey, a resident of Battambang
city, said fish farmers feed the fish every day and the fish
food is spoiling the water and causing it to smell. He said
the fish cages also acted as barriers to block the water
flow. “Debris and rubbish are also stuck along the cages.
Overall, it is not a good sight and bad for tourism,” he
said. Uth Kling, director of Battambang Water Supply
Authority, agreed that Sangke River was not flowing well
due to fish farming activities. He also concurred that the
fish farms pollute the river and added that the pollution
could adversely affect the water quality to produce clean
water for the people.

Source: Khmer Times

Water plant capacity 200% area use

A Preah Sihanouk water treatment plant has declared an
end to water shortages in the province, even in the
summer. Water distribution however, remains a problem
in some areas, according to local residents. Nam Kie
Teng, managing director of Anco Water Company in
Preah Sihanouk, told The Post that the current demand for
clean water in the province was for 80,000cu m per day,
while his company’s water treatment plant was capable of
producing up to double that. “This exceptional production
excess has helped us gain the confidence of the public,”
he said.
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“They no longer need to worry about a shortfall in the
production of safe, clean water — even during the summer,
when demand increases,” he added. However, residents of
CT Street in Sihanoukville’s Sangkat 3 have complained
that the diameter of the pipes used to supply water to the
area is inadequate for the population. This results in very
low water pressure, which does not meet the needs of
users.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Step-by-step towards a mine-free kingdom, say
CMAA leadership

The Cambodian Mine Action and Victim Assistance
Authority (CMAA) has instructed officials and staff to
continue to cooperate with all relevant parties. They
should be focused on planning mine clearance from one
village to another, one commune to another, one district to
another and one province to another. Ly Thuch, first vice-
president of the CMAA, said all CMAA officials had
vowed to achieve the government’s vision of becoming
mine-free by 2025, and its vision of an end to landmines
claiming victims. He made the remarks at a December 20
meeting to review the 2022 work and set goals of 2023 in
Siem Reap province. “We, and all other members of the
mine action community, renew our commitment to the
prime minister’s 2025 mine free vision. No one should be
affected by landmines or explosive remnants of war,” he
said. Prime Minister Hun Sen tasked the CMAA with
clearing the Kingdom’s minefields completely by 2025.
The prime minister made it clear he wanted to see the
remaining 670 sq km demined completely.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

PM reminds compatriots to remain vigilant
against COVID-19

Prime Minister Hun Sen has reminded his compatriots to
pay high attention to COVID-19. “Don’t forget, COVID-

19 can infect anybody indiscriminately,” he said while
presiding over the inauguration ceremony of the Streets
146B and 148 in Preah Sihanouk province yesterday
morning. On the upcoming universal New Year
celebration, we should continue wearing facemask,
washing hands, and keeping social distancing, he said.
Hun Sen said there is no new death caused by COVID-19
anymore, but the infections remain, so we have to be more
careful. According to the Ministry of Health’s press
release issued this morning, there were 10 new confirmed
cases of COVID-19 on December 21, bringing the tally to
138,467 with 135,296 recovered cases and 3,056 deaths.

Source: Khmer Times

More than half of Antarctica's plant and animals
could disappear due to climate change

More than half of Antarctica's native species will likely
disappear by the end of the century if global warming
continues at its current pace, according to new research
published Thursday. A study in the journal PLOS Biology
found that 65% of Antarctica's plant and animal species,
including penguins, will likely disappear by the end of the
century if the world does not do something to decrease
fossil fuel emissions. The study also showed that the
current conservation efforts in Antarctica are not working
on the rapidly changing continent. Researchers concluded
that implementing an extra layer of cost-effective
strategies, which they lay out in the study, could save up
to 84% of Antarctica's vulnerable biodiversity. Antarctica
is not really contributing to climate change; there's not a
large-scale number of people living there, so the greatest
threat to the continent is coming from outside the
continent,”" Jasmine Lee, lead author of the study, told
CNN.

Source: UPI
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