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Local NGO cleaning up Kingdom’s rivers with
German rubbish boats

Many residents of Phnom Penh noted that during the
ASEAN Summit hosted at the capital’s Sokha Hotel, the
rubbish they were accustomed to seeing in the city was
nowhere to be found, especially on the banks of the rivers,
which seemed to have been carefully cleaned. Of course,
the waste did not just disappear on its own. This was
partly the work of the River Ocean Cleanup (ROC) team,
which spent a month cleaning up waste prior to the
summit. The organisation, founded in July 2020 during
the Covid-19 pandemic, officially began operations in
March, 2022 by collecting nearly 200 tonnes of garbage
on the water and along the riverbanks. “The
environmental clean-up mission was disrupted by the
Covid-19 pandemic until March. That was when our
historic river cleanup mission in collaboration with
Germany’s everwave began,” said Nou Sovann, executive
director of ROC. Germany’s everwave is a social
enterprise that protects rivers and seas from plastic waste
and promotes sustainable living to clean the aquatic
environment for fish habitat. They offered the most
technologically advanced boat from Germany with the
capability to pick up garbage from the river along with
drone scouts that can be used to spot accumulations of
garbage.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

56-year-old with 7 grandkids takes high school
exams

One candidate in this year’s high school diploma
examinations stood out from the masses of teenagers who
flocked to the test centres on December 5-6. Hem Sinath

was the oldest among the 12,135 candidates who
registered for the exams. Sinath, a 56-year-old literacy
teacher in Banteay Chhmar commune of Thma Puok
district, Banteay Meanchey province, joined the exam in
order to become a qualified teacher, and to encourage the
younger generations with the belief that it is never too late
to chase one’s dream of education. The woman, who is
currently raising seven young grandchildren, told The
Post that she took a motorbike taxi to the exam at the
National Meanchey University campus in Banoy village
of Teuk Thla commune, Serei Saophoan town. She
estimated she has a 50 per cent chance of passing, but
owed it to herself and her family to try. “My main goal of
participating in the high school diploma exam is to be able
to continue teaching and earning a living for myself and
my grandchildren. | also want to encourage the next
generation to understand that they should not drop out of
school,” she said.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Experts concerned over lack of Mekong dams’
info

Researchers at the Centre for Strategic and International
Studies (CSIS) Southeast Asia Programme and the US-
based Stimson Centre’s Energy, Water, and Sustainability
Programme have expressed concern that limited
information related to wupper Mekong dams and
construction of new hydropower dams along the river
pose a significant challenge to the basin. Programme
director Brian Eyler said in a report that one key area in
which information is relatively lacking is the reporting of
the release of water from reservoirs.
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He noted that there are two large dams belonging to China
in the upper Mekong, and 43 others downstream of the
river in Cambodia, Laos, Vietham and Thailand. He said
the sharing of information about the release and storage of
water at these dams is important, especially the upper
stream ones in China which impact the flow downstream.

Source: Khmer Times

ADB supporting Cambodia’s energy transition
programme

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a
sector development programme that combines a $50
million policy-based loan package with $23 million in
project investments to support the energy transition of
Cambodia. According to the bank’s news release issued
this morning, the Energy Transition Sector Development
Program includes ADB’s first comprehensive policy
reform package for the energy sector in Cambodia, which
will be funded by a $40 million loan from ADB’s
concessional resources and a $10 million loan from the
ASEAN Infrastructure Fund under its ASEAN Catalytic
Green Finance Facility (ACGF). For the $23 million in
infrastructure investments, the Climate Investment Fund’s
Scaling Up Renewable Energy Programme for Cambodia
will provide a $6 million loan and $5 million grant in
concessional climate finance, while the Green Climate
Fund will extend a $12 million loan through the ACGF
Green Recovery Programme, all of which will be
administered by ADB.

Source: Khmer Times

Minister requests further UN support for mine-
free Cambodia 2025 goal

Minister of Economy and Finance Aun Pornmoniroth
requested that senior UN officials in Cambodia support
Cambodia in its demining mission to achieve the goal of a
mine-free Cambodia in 2025. Pornmoniroth made the
request during a meeting on December 13 with Joseph
Scheuer, the resident coordinator of the UN in Cambodia,
to discuss cooperation. The minister highlighted the

strong cooperation between the Cambodian government
and the UN system, especially the active participation in
combating the spread of Covid-19 in the country,
according to the ministry’s press release. ""[Pornmoniroth]
have requested the UN to cooperate with other
development partners to support Cambodia in its
demining mission to achieve the goals of the National
Mine Action Strategic Plan 2018-2025 and achieve the
goal a mine-free Cambodia in 2025,” it said. He also
highlighted that the government has launched a strategic
framework and programmes to restore and promote
Cambodia's economic growth on the post-Covid-19 new
normal path for 2021-2023.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Floods Kill at least 120 in Congolese capital

At least 120 people have been killed in the Democratic
Republic of Congo capital Kinshasa after heavy rains
unleashed floods and caused landslides, a government
document seen by Reuters showed on Tuesday. Entire
neighbourhoods were flooded with muddy water, and
houses and roads ripped apart by sinkholes, including the
N1 highway that connects Kinshasa to the chief sea port
of Matadi. The prime minister's office said in a statement
that the N1 could be closed for 3-4 days. The death toll
was compiled by the General Management of Migration, a
part of the interior ministry. The toll may rise. Health
minister Jean-Jacques Mbungani Mbanda told Reuters the
ministry had counted 141 dead but that the number
needed to be cross-checked with other departments.
Images posted on Twitter by Congo's government
spokesman Patrick Muyaya showed a major road that
appeared to have subsided into a deep chasm, with crowds
staring at the damage. "On the National Road 1 there is a
big hole. Only pedestrians can pass. We do not understand
how the water cut the road," said local resident Gabriel
Mbikolo. Once a fishing village on the banks of the
Congo river, Kinshasa has grown into one of Africa's
largest megacities with a population of around 15 million.
Poorly regulated rapid urbanization has made the city
increasingly vulnerable to flash floods after intense rains,
which have become more frequent due to climate change.

Source: Fresh News
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