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Prey Veng declared second province in Kingdom
to achieve 100% ‘ODF’ status

Prey Veng has been declared the second “open defecation
free” (ODF) province in Cambodia after Svay Rieng,
meaning that every family in the province has access to a
toilet, while Kandal has successfully achieved ODF status
within the provincial framework. On October 25, the Prey
Veng provincial administration marked its ODF status
with a gathering to celebrate the achievement attended by
representatives  from  national and international
organisations and related government departments and
institutions. The gathering included an awards ceremony
through the Ministry of Rural Development, which
announced the ODF recognition as part of the Cambodia
Rural Sanitation and Hygiene Improvement Program
(CRSHIP), for which Plan International Cambodia (PIC)
is the executive agency with support coming from the
Global Sanitation Fund 2011-2022. Through this
achievement, more than one million people in every
family in Prey Veng province from 1139 villages, 116
communes, 12 districts and one city have been given
access to latrines, which is a positive change for the
province, according to PIC.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Zero Snaring campaign underway in Mondulkiri

The first province to see the latest “Stop Wildlife
Trafficking” campaign, an extension of the successful
zero snaring campaign, was Mondulkiri province in the
northeast of Cambodia, an area which is rich in natural
resources and wildlife in protected areas. The six-week
campaign was launched on October 22 by the Ministry of
Environment, in collaboration with the World Wide Fund
for Nature (WWF), the Mondulkiri provincial Department

of Environment, the Forestry Administration and other
key partners. The campaign aims to encourage restaurant
owners in the province to join the fight against illegal
wildlife trafficking by stopping the sale of bush meat in
their restaurants and promoting a ban on eating wild
animals. Billboards have been posted in Sen Monorom
City, Mondulkiri province, which warn the public of the
health risks inherent in the consumption of bush meat. It
also has an outsize environmental impact. Many of the
banners explain that wildlife must be left to live in the
forest, and that socially conscious people do not eat wild
animals. Environment ministry secretary of state Neth
Pheaktra, who is leading the campaign, said it is the
follow up to a six-month zero-snaring campaign in six
protected provinces, which provided positive results. He
added that the campaign focuses on restaurant owners and
it is expected that its activities will contribute to raising
public awareness of the health risks associated with eating
bush meat, and will change their mindsets.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Gov’t to step up breast and cervical cancer
awareness

The government is intensifying efforts to educate women
in the country about breast and cervical cancers in light of
warnings that these diseases are on the rise. Ministry of
Women’s Affairs, Department of Women and Health
director Leng Monipheap said that breast and cervical
cancer cases in the nation are increasing and the majority
of women lack knowledge regarding these diseases. “The

majority of women who test positive for either of these
malignancies diseases lack knowledge or information on
how to protect oneself from infection before the disease
manifests itself, and by the time they do, it is already too
late to prevent cancer from developing in their lives,” she
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said. She added that most cervical cancer patients would
lament that if they had known about it sooner, they could
have responded to the situation promptly rather than
waiting until it had progressed to the point where it was
incurable. “It is of utmost concern that women are
completely indifferent to such cancer-related issues, even
though they should be. As a result of their lack of interest,
the number of people developing breast and cervical
cancer is rising,” she said.

Source: Khmer Times

Cambodia, Singapore to enhance energy
cooperation

Cambodia and Singapore signed the memorandum of
understanding on energy cooperation, paving the way to
energy transition infrastructure development and
investment opportunities in energy connectivity in the
ASEAN region. The cooperation is expected to enhance
energy security and sustainability in the region. The MoU
was signed virtually yesterday by Suy Sem, Minister of
Mines and Energy, and Tan See Leng, Minister for
Manpower and Second Minister for Trade and Industry of
Singapore.The two sides agreed in principle to develop
the transitional energy infrastructure and increase energy
connectivity opportunities in ASEAN to enhance energy
security and sustainability, said Heng Kunleang, director-
general of the ministry’s energy department. This
cooperation is beneficial and a step towards the vision of
ASEAN energy connectivity, in which the two countries
are like-minded partners, taking into account common
interests and common goals towards cleaner and more
energy-efficient sources and towards zero emissions at or
between the middle of the century.

Source: Khmer Times

Most plastics aren't recyclable, Greenpeace finds

About 95% of the plastic used by U.S. households winds
up in landfills rather than at the recycling station,
environmental group Greenpeace said Monday.
Greenpeace found that only about 5% of the discarded

plastic is recycled. That means about 5 million tons of
plastic winds up in landfills and waterways each year.
That works out to be about 300 pounds of plastic per
person, according to federal U.S. estimates. The advocacy
group finds this isn't so much a problem of improper
disposal as it is the type of plastic. Only a few types of
plastic are recyclable. The rest are considered
"economically impossible to recycle." Greenpeace
suggests much of this is due to corporate mislabeling as
only a few items labeled as such are actually recyclable.
Lisa Ramsden, a plastics campaigner for Greenpeace, said
big beverage companies such as Pepsi and Coca-Cola
have worked to promote recycling as a way to reduce
waste. "But the data is clear: practically speaking, most
plastic is just not recyclable,” she told The Guardian
newspaper.

Source: UPI

Why Brazil's election is a major victory in the
fight against climate change

The outcome of Brazil's presidential election Sunday is
being hailed as a crucial victory for global climate, with
experts saying the country now has an opportunity to curb
rampant deforestation of the Amazon rainforest and jump-
start a green economy. Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva's narrow
defeat over Jair Bolsonaro offered hope to
environmentalists in Brazil and around the world for a
new era of aggressive climate action, including much-
needed efforts to save the Amazon. “This election is very
important because it brings Brazil back to the climate
stage as a nation that can be one of the strongest allies in
the global efforts to address climate change,” said
Carolina Genin, climate director at WRI Brasil, a branch
of the research nonprofit World Resources Institute.

Source: NBC News
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