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Women urged to pursue postgraduate education

Prime Minister Hun Sen encouraged female students to
pursue their education, regardless of whether they marry
and have children, noting that the number of women
pursuing postgraduate degrees and doctorates has
decreased sharply compared to their male counterparts.
Hun Sen made the call at the graduation ceremony of over
6,000 students, over 3,500 of them female, from the
National University of Management. He noted that there
are now more female graduates at high school, bachelor
and associate degree levels, but the number is
significantly lower at master’s degree and doctorate
levels. The decline in the number of female students
pursuing post-graduate education was partially due to
Khmer tradition, he said, rather than with any other
obstacles. The premier said the development of any nation
requires the strongest possible human resources, so this
gap should not be overlooked. He congratulated the
assembled students on their success and commended the
university’s leadership for its efforts to develop the
quality of education in the Kingdom. According to a
report by the Ministry of Women’s Affairs, the national
education strategy plan has effectively responded to
gender gaps in the education sector, with the gaps having
reduced significantly, especially at the primary, secondary
and high school levels.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Tina vows to ease farmers’ woes as new agri
minister

Newly-appointed Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries Dith Tina said he is committed to solving the
challenges faced by all Cambodian farmers, especially

those affected by floods, and that his main priority will be
promoting their livelihoods. Tina officially took office on
October 17 in a ceremony held at the agriculture ministry
and presided over by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Economy and Finance Aun Pornmoniroth on behalf of
Prime Minister Hun Sen. Tina was appointed agriculture
minister last week as the replacement for Veng Sakhon,
who was stripped of his portfolio following public
complaints from Hun Sen about his job performance.
Sakhon has since been appointed Minister Delegate
attached to the Prime Minister. Tina ascended to the office
of minister with a unanimous vote of confidence from 111
members of the National Assembly on October 14. He
was appointed by King Norodom Sihamoni later that day.
Tina said that he will implement all pertinent national
strategic plans, including the Agricultural Development
Policy 2021-2030, in line with the government’s
Rectangular Strategy. He said he is committed to boosting
the livelihoods of farmers by ensuring food security,
promoting agriculture produce exports and doing anything
in his power to contribute to the development of an
economy that enables Cambodian farmers to thrive and
flourish.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Elephant Valley Project, an ecotourism project to
protect Cambodian elephants

Elephant Livelihood Initiative Environment (ELIE) has
been working to improve health and welfare of elephants
in Cambodia through Elephant Valley Project (EVP).
According to a news release of Wildlife Conservation
Society (WCS) in Cambodia, EVP is an ecotourism
project with a mission to improve the health and welfare
of captive elephants, conserve wild elephants’ natural
habitat, and support local communities who work closely
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with these magnificent creatures. Elephant Valley is a true
elephant sanctuary in Cambodia based in Mondulkiri
province. It provides veterinary care to eleven Asian
elephants that roam freely in 1,500 hectares of forest,
rivers, and grassland—their natural habitat. The project
also supports 2,000 local people, primarily Indigenous
Bunong people, through employment, job-based training,
community healthcare, education and supports land titling
that secures legal ownership over their sacred forests
(burial and spirit).

Source: Khmer Times

Clean-up launched in Kampot to clear rubbish

In response to the piling up of rubbish, carelessly disposed
by residents, the Sangkat administration launched a clean-
up operation to clear rubbish in a part of Kampot city. The
Sangkat chief of Andong Khmer ordered today that a
clean-up be launched at Tvi Khang Thbong village,
Andong Khmer Sangkat. Kampot city. According to the
administration, the location is part of a tourist attraction.
Sangkat authorities have called on the people to comply
and stop dumping garbage in the open because it affects
the environment and the beauty of the city. The Sangkat
Administration informed residents that security cameras
will be installed to catch litterers. The authorities also
warned that those who continue to dump trash and litter
will face legal action according to Sub-Decree No. 113 of
the Ministry of Environment.

Source: Khmer Times
Pollution behind ‘1 in 6 global deaths’ in 2019

Pollution caused some 9 million people to die prematurely
in 2019, according to a new global report published on May
18, With experts raising alarm over increasing deaths from

breathing outside air and the “horrifying” toll of lead
poisoning. Human-created waste in the air, water and soil
rarely kills people immediately, but causes instead heart
disease, cancer, respiratory problems, diarrhoea and other

serious illnesses. The Lancet Commission on pollution
and health said the impact from pollution on global health
remains “much greater than that of war, terrorism, malaria,
HIV, tuberculosis, drugs and alcohol”. Pollution is an
“existential threat to human health and planetary health,
and jeopardises the sustainability of modern societies,” it
added. In general, the review found, air pollution —
accounting for a total of 6.7 million deaths globally in 2019 —

was “entwined” with climate change because the main
source of both problems is burning fossil fuels and
biofuels. Overall, one in six premature deaths globally —
or nine million — were caused by pollution, a figure
unchanged since the last assessment in 2015. Researchers

noted a reduction in mortality linked to indoor air
pollution, unsafe drinking water and inadequate sanitation,
with major improvements seen in Africa. But early deaths
associated with industrialisation — outdoor air and
chemical pollution — are on the rise, particularly in
southern and eastern Asia.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Widespread drought expected to persist across the
West this winter

Little relief is expected for farmers, ranchers and
reservoirs this winter in the Western U.S., as extreme
drought is forecast to continue plaguing the region. That’s
according to forecasters with the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, who predict "widespread
extreme drought to persist across much of the West,"
according to Jon Gottschalck, chief of the operational
prediction branch at NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center.
NOAA on Thursday outlined its expectations for winter
conditions across the U.S. Drought conditions are at their
most extreme in Central California, where NOAA predicts
warmer temperatures and less than normal precipitation
throughout the winter. The same prediction applies to
much of the South, including the Gulf Coast.

Source: NBC News
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