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CDPF gives support to student learning

Capacity Development Partnership Fund (CDPF) is
supporting the Ministry of Education in all aspects of
education rehabilitation of students who gave up studies
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. This support enables
children to re-enter and continue their education in school
by assessing their learning ability at the primary level
through the Program for International Student Assessment
(PISA). The “First Reading” and “First Grade
Mathematics” curricula have been implemented in 12
provinces, which is an important step towards helping
children improve their reading and numeracy skills. And
by relying on these basic skills, they will be able to
continue their studies. The CDPF said in a joint statement
yesterday that Cambodia would assess student learning
through the PISA to strengthen post-Covid-19
rehabilitation efforts. The programme is considered an
important step towards understanding students’ learning
outcomes, and assessment results are expected in early
2023. This is the first time that Cambodia has participated
in the PISA under the auspices of the CDPF and
supported by the European Union, the United States
Agency for International Development, Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency, Global
Partnership for Education and United Nations Children’s
Fund.

Source: Khmer Times

Phi No’s Child Welfare Department fighting
child abuse, splits in families

Violence is a major concern and has a long-term negative
effect on the well-being and development of children in
various aspects related to their mental and physical
behaviour in adolescence and into adulthood. The
Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth

Rehabilitation has developed and implemented action
plans to improve child care and integrate 30 per cent of
children from child care back to their families safely.
Some studies have shown that placing children in child
care centres that do not comply with the government’s
policies, standards and laws can put those children at risk
of violence, exploitation and neglect and that can have
serious negative effects on childhood development. So,
the Strong Family Campaign was created with the goal of
addressing the social and cultural issues that perpetrate
violence against children and also ensuring that child care
centres are places that provide many benefits to children.
The campaign also aims to raise awareness to prevent and
eliminate violence against children and prevent
unnecessary separations of children from their families,
and also to ensure that people understand that a safe
family environment is the best place for children to grow
and develop.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Primary healthcare framework introduced

The introduction of a new framework to promote primary
healthcare in Cambodia will help ensure that the Ministry
of Health’s latest strategic plan can be implemented
effectively, its senior official said. The framework will be
based on the National Health Policy, the fourth phase of
which is currently being finalised. Or Vandine, ministry
secretary of state and chair of the Taskforce for Primary
Health Care Booster, said it is based on lessons learned
from the Kingdom’s response to the Covid-19 pandemic,

in which she perceived the participation of individuals,
families and communities as key factors. “We believe that

individuals, families and communities are at the core of
primary healthcare. We must factor them into the
framework we decide to implement,” she said during an
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August 30-31 workshop to discuss the framework. She
said the implementation will be done in stages, using an
approached described as “Do, Adapt and Achieve”, which
means that each step will be flexible and can be adapted
to meet the circumstances under which it is introduced.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Gov’t pays factory workers their salaries

Sun Sing Garment factory workers who were owed
salaries will have their dues paid by the government and
the factory management will have to reimburse the
government. Yesterday, the 42 workers who were
terminated by the factory management obtained their
monies at Kandal province’s Ang Snuol district at 2 pm.

Ministry of Labour official Sao Bunthoeun said the 22
workers were paid what they were owed by the factory
management. He said the factory management will have
to reimburse the government for the salaries that the
government has paid to the workers. <The factory was

only in operations for seven months and they owed the
workers six months’ wages before it went bankrupt. “Now

that the workers have been paid, the factory owner must
pay back the government,” Bunthoeun said. Prime
Minister Hun Sen had, during the groundbreaking of the
overpass in Phnom Penh, said that the authorities should
use the government budget to pay what was owed to the
workers by the factory management. Ang Snuol district
deputy governor, Sar Men, said yesterday that all the
garment workers were very happy and were grateful for
Mr Hun Sen’s concern for their welfare.

Source: Khmer Times

Analysis shows 2021 fossil fuel subsidies nearly
doubled globally to $697B

Fossil fuel subsidies nearly doubled globally in 2021 to
$697.2 billion, according to the International Energy
Agency and Organization for Economic Co-operation and

Development. These fossil fuel investments by major
world economies are a roadblock to a more sustainable
energy future, according to a statement from IEA
Executive Director Fatih Birol. "Fossil fuel subsidies are a
roadblock to a more sustainable future, but the difficulty
that governments face in removing them is underscored at
times of high and volatile fuel prices," Birol said. "A
surge in investment in clean energy technologies and
infrastructure is the only lasting solution to today's global
energy crisis and the best way to reduce the exposure of
consumers to high fuel costs." OECD Secretary-General
Mathia Cormann blamed Russia's war on Ukraine for
destabilizing energy security by causing prices to spike
while reducing or cutting off energy supplies to Europe.
The research from IEA and OECD shows budget transfers
and tax breaks supporting fossil fuel energy "reached
levels not previously seen," rising to $190 billion in 2021.

Source: UPI

Toxic algae bloom Kkills off fish around San
Francisco Bay

The toxic bloom began in July and has stretched as far
north as San Pablo Bay, roughly 20 miles north of San
Francisco, to as far south as the coastlines of San Mateo
County, said environmental advocacy organization San
Francisco Baykeeper. It identified the culprit behind the
murky brown waters as a species of algae called
Heterosigma akashiwo. “This bloom’s been going on for
over a month and it’s covering San Francisco Bay, so the
scope and the duration of this bloom is unprecedented,”
Jon Rosenfield, a Baykeeper senior scientist, told Reuters.
He blamed the bloom on treated wastewater containing
nitrogen and phosphorous dumped into the bay by about
40 wastewater treatment centers. A spokesperson for the
public works department in the city of Oakland, across the
bay from San Francisco, said it is doing what it can to
deal with the fish deaths and algal bloom, but could not
speculate on the root cause of the phenomenon.

Source: NBC News
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