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Traditional palm leaf boxes helping to reduce
plastic use

Smoks, or boxes made from palm leaves, have been used
to store food since ancient times. In an increasingly
environmentally aware world, they are making a
comeback as an alternative to plastic and styrofoam. They
reduce waste and provide work for artisans in areas which
are rich in palm trees. Sam Khanthorng sells smok under
the brand name Smok Makyeay Toch (little grandma’s
smok), and has gained a lot of support from customera
who love the environmentally friendly packaging option.
A smok is a box made from woven leaves — usually palm,
although others are sometimes used — which have been
used for centuries by the Cambodian people to put store
food, tobacco and palm sugar. Generally, they are not
used daily anymore, but are reserved for use as distinctly
Khmer souvenirs. When they first went on sale in June,
she piloted an online business to survey the market. Her
relatives in Kampong Speu knew where to find a supply
of smoks, and she ordered them from older artisans in the
province, allowing them to earn extra income.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

FAO announces winners of ‘green architecture’
contest

A team of five architecture students from two different
universities in Phnom Penh won the rooftop cafeteria
design competition organised by the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAQ) in Cambodia, with the
results announced on International Youth Day
(I'YD).Commemorated every year on August 12, the day
celebrates the innovative potential of young people, with

this year’s theme “Intergenerational Solidarity”
highlighting the need for people of all ages to join forces
to build a better world for all. In June, FAO Cambodia
invited architecture students from across the Kingdom to
compete for the opportunity to design its new rooftop
cafeteria, which includes a small commercial kitchen and
kitchen garden as well functional indoor and outdoor
eating and meeting spaces. The students’ designs had to
celebrate Cambodia, be green in design and construction,
affordable and include multi-functional spaces. Fifteen
students took one month to complete their designs, with
five teams selected as finalists and asked to present their
designs to a jury, according to FAO Cambodia’s August
17 press release. The winning team got the opportunity to
work with engineers and FAO to have their design
constructed.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Second round of garment wage talks ‘clear,
professional’

The Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training has set
August 31 for continued discussions on the minimum
wages of workers in textile-related sectors for 2023. At
their August 24 talks — the second — organised by the
National Council on Minimum Wage (NCMW), unions
asked for a minimum wage of $215 for workers while
employers suggested $194, the latter of which matches
this year’s minimum wage. The ministry hailed the
meeting, saying both parties had presented their initial
positions to each other clearly and professionally. “The
government also provided additional explanations on the
points that drew questions from both sides. They have
agreed to meet on August 31,” said a ministry statement.
Ath  Thorn, president of the Cambodian Labour
Confederation, told The Post on August 24 that the
preliminary result of the negotiations was the same as last
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year. He said the government had not yet made a decision.
Based on the debates during the meeting, Thorn assumed
that the minimum wage is likely to be higher in the future.
He estimated that it may be around $197, which with an
expected top-up by Prime Minister Hun Sen may jump to
around $200 per month.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Four locations of illegal fishing busted

Despite bad weather and multiple crackdowns illegal
fishing activities, fishery crimes still continue and
authorities continue to enforce the law. According to the
information from the report of the General Commissioner
of the National Police released this morning, the
crackdown took place yesterday in Prek Toal area in Ek
Phnom district, Battambang. The operation took place
with  Brigadier General Cheng Leng, Deputy
Commissioner in charge of the Office of Economic
Crimes, cooperating with Colonel Long Yotheavir, Ek
Phnom District Police Inspector. The operations saw the
participation of 26 personnel. During this operation, the
police raided four locations in Ramsar Prek Toal area. In
the first location, officers seized 400 metres of nets from
an illegal enclosure and at the second location, they seized
500 metres of nets from an enclosure. Officers seized
more nets from the third and fourth locations as well. The
seized nets were gathered and burned by the authorities,
but the perpetrators were able to escape from the
authorities.

Source: Khmer Times

Thirteen Cambodian children receive outstanding
international 1Q test

Thirteen out of 77 Cambodian children received
outstanding results in the International 1Q Test by Tutor
Impact UK. According to a press release obtained by local
news today, the recently completed 1Q test results were
conducted by the rating agency, the Tutor Impact UK.

The international standard study was conducted from 4 to
5 June. Of the 77 children who successfully passed the
internationally recognized 1Q test, 13 or 17 percent
received the highest 1Q, 130 points or more, while 10
other children got 120-129 points. The children showed
impressive results and only six to eight percent of children
have high 1Q levels according to the National Association
for Gifted Children. Charles Wong, co-founder and CEO
of an international school in Phnom Penh, said the
school’s primary goal is to quickly identify talented
children and provide high-quality financial support and
educational services to students.

Source: Khmer Times

Germany unveils fully hydrogen-powered train
line

Germany became the first country in the world to unveil a
railway line powered entirely by hydrogen on Wednesday,
marking a significant step forward for green train
transportation. The fleet of 14 trains was produced by the
French company Alstom and will replace diesel
locomotives on the 60 miles of track that connects the
cities of Cuxhaven, Bremerhaven, Bremervoerde and
Buxtehude near Hamburg. "Emission free mobility is
one of the most important goals for ensuring a
sustainable future and Alstom has a clear ambition to
become the world leader in alternative propulsion
systems for rail,"” Henri Poupart-Lafarge, CEO and
chairman of the board of Alstom, said in a press
release. "We are very proud to bring this technology
into series operation as part of a world premiere,
together with our great partners,” Poupart-Lafarge
said. "By 2035, around 15 to 20 percent of the
regional European market could run on hydrogen,"
Alexandre Charpentier, a rail expert at consultancy
Roland Berger, told Al Jazeera.

Source: UPI
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