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Education ministry lists 8 areas for reforms

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport has
established eight priority areas for reforms with a strong
emphasis on human resources, global citizenship and
Cambodia’s development, according to its spokesman Ros
Soveacha. Soveacha spoke at a press conference on the
ministry’s five-year achievements, organised by the
Government Spokesperson Unit at the Council of
Ministers on August 16. The main reforms will be focused
on schools, teacher development through teacher training
institutions, digital education, science and technology
education, health promotion, youth development to
improve skills in the 21st century, the establishment of a
Centre of Excellence in Higher Education, system
building and capacity development. For the first priority
of school reform, he said that the ministry aims to open a
new generation of schools focused on providing
autonomy in the curricula implementation to educate
skilled human resources for the 21st century, including
school management and teachers along with more
effective schools with a focus on schools that are
accountable to the community and achieve effective
school standards.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Mixed flooding reports from across the Kingdom

Water levels of several streams and rivers along the
Cambodian-Thai border in Banteay Meanchey province
have risen and flooded some roads and houses in Poipet
town and parts of Malai and Mongkol Borei districts. Lay
Puthy, deputy director of the provincial Department of
Water Resources and Meteorology, told The Post that
after heavy rains in recent days, the border streams in

Poipet and Malai were spilling their banks and flooding
many homes in low-lying and even urban areas. Local
authorities were working with water resource department
specialists to monitor the situation and were preparing to
assist those who needed it. Nhim Phoeung, chief of
administration at Poipet town hall, told The Post that
heavy rains and overflowing rivers and streams had
caused flooding in some urban areas of Poipet and
O’Chrou communes, and affected road infrastructure and
rice fields, too. “Some houses along the border are
flooded, but not so seriously that we need to evacuate the
inhabitants. The urban areas and roads are not a serious
concern yet either,” he said.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

PM: Settle labour payment disputes

Prime Minister Hun Sen has instructed the Ministry of
Labour and Vocational Training to solve issues faced by
workers regarding payment of the money owed to them
when their factories and manufacturing enterprises close,
while also urging protesters to exercise restraint and to
only demonstrate in a lawful manner. Speaking at a
graduation ceremony for over 600 students of the
University of Puthisastra on August 17, Hun Sen said he
had followed reports regarding worker issues when their
factories shut down or were suspended and they would
seek solutions from different institutions, though some
had finally ended up petitioning him at his home. “I’ve
instructed the labour ministry to solve all of the concerns
of workers who face these problems,” he said, adding that
the issue should not be left for the prime minister to solve,
as the ministry was established to handle these tasks. He
singled out a case on August 16 when representatives of
protesting workers came to file their grievance at his
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Cabinet after their petitions to relevant institutions three
months back produced no results.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Prudential Cambodia launches PRUMyhealth to
make access to healthcare in Cambodia and
ASEAN more affordable

Prudential, the largest life insurer in Cambodia, has
launched PruMyHealth package to make access to quality
medical treatment in Cambodia and ASEAN countries
more affordable for more people in Cambodia. This
package is available through Prudential’s own
consultants. Out-of-pocket medical expenses in Cambodia
reached $856 million [as at 2018], reflecting the financial
stress that Cambodian households face upon unforeseen
health and medical conditions. PruMyHealth is a medical
reimbursement product designed to offer customers the
choice of receiving medical treatment in Cambodia and
other ASEAN countries. PruMyHealth customers can
select their preferred treatment arrangements within the
ASEAN region, with the medical reimbursement coverage
amount up to USD 50,000. Additionally, in a first of its
kind in Cambodia, customers can enjoy a ‘cashless
experience’ upon check out at partnered hospitals without
upfront payments for eligible treatments. PruMyHealth
package is available for customers aged between 18-60
and starts with an affordable premium rate of $0.4 a day.
PruMyHealth customers can access a wide range of top-
quality medical treatment across ASEAN, including
cancer, in- and outpatient treatments and pregnancy
complications.

Source: Khmer Times

WHO: Global monkeypox cases jumped 20% in
past week

Monkeypox cases jumped more than 20% across the
globe last week, the World Health Organization said in a
press conference Wednesday. More than 35,000 cases
have been reported globally, most in Europe and the
Americas. Twelve deaths have been reported. WHO

Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said
most cases continue to occur in men who have sex with
other men. He also stressed the importance of ensuring
that the global supply of the monkeypox vaccine, called
Jynneos, was made widely available. "We remain
concerned that the inequitable access to vaccines we saw
during the COVID-19 pandemic will be repeated and that
the poorest will continue to be left behind," Tedros said.
The vaccine can reduce the risk of exposure and lower the
risk of severe infection. According to Dr. Rosamund
Lewis, the WHO's monkeypox technical lead, the vaccine
is a necessary precaution, even though it is not 100%
effective. The announcement came as the WHO has been
contemplating changing the virus' name to adhere to
current best practices to prevent causing offense or harm
to any cultural, national or any other demographic or
group, including animals

Source: UPI

China cuts power to factories, homes amid drought
and heat wave

Factories in China’s southwest have shut down and a city
imposed rolling blackouts after reservoirs to generate
hydropower ran low in a worsening drought, adding to
economic strains at a time when President Xi Jinping is
trying to extend his hold on power. Companies in Sichuan
province including makers of solar panels, cement and
urea closed or reduced production after they were ordered
to ration power for up to five days, according to news
reports Wednesday. That came after reservoir levels fell
and power demand for air conditioning surged in
scorching temperatures. In Sichuan, which has 94 million
people, water levels at hydropower reservoirs are down by
as much as half this month, according to the Sichuan
Provincial Department of Economics and Information
Technology. The power company in Dazhou, a city in
Sichuan with 3.4 million people, imposed 2 1/2-hour
power cuts this week and expanded that Wednesday to
three hours, according to the Shanghai news outlet The
Paper.

Source: NBC News
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