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Phnom Tamao’s cleared land to be reforested

Following the cancellation of the development permit in
the area around Phnom Tamao by Prime Minister Hun
Sen, Tycoon Mong Reththy announced the planting of
saplings in cleared area. The announcement was made by
the tycoon via his Facebook page on the night of 7
August. He confirmed that the Prime Minister gave his
permission for the replanting of tree in the cleared area.
“Now I am loading the seedlings on the truck. I will
transport 1,000 seedlings. 1,000 thnong saplings, a total of
2,000 saplings on Wednesday, August 9, and another
50,000 saplings of beng and thnong arrived and can be
transported consecutively... the total number of seedlings
needed is about 102,000 trees,” Reththy wrote on his
social media. The tycoon continued that today he will be
leading a group of technicians, staff, agricultural workers
of the Mong Reththy Group to contribute to replanting
trees in Phnom Tamao area, Bati district, Takeo. He
welcomed any participation from others.

Source: Khmer Times

Ministry of Health elevates monkeypox warnings
amid global increase in cases

The Ministry of Health once again reminded the general
public to take extra precautions and continue to prevent
the spread of monkeypox, as the disease was reported to
be on the rise in countries around the world, in the region
and in neighbouring countries. The World Health
Organization (WHO) on July declared monkeypox a
public health emergency of international concern and
called on all countries to exercise increased caution
against the disease and to track it and maintain preventive
health measures. Minister of Health Mam Bun Heng on

August 5 issued another letter cautioning the public
against the spread of monkeypox, citing reports of it in
various countries around the world. He said that as of
August 3, 25,054 cases of Monkepox had been reported
globally - an increase of 62.80 per cent, compared to the
figure of 15,734 cases as of July 21 and the death toll was
11- an increase of 100 per cent, compared to the death toll
of 5 on July 21. And it was now present in 85 countries,
an increase of 10 countries compared to July 21 with 75
countries, according to the WHO. The letter said that,
according to the WHO and epidemiological investigations
into the ongoing spread, most reported cases of
monkeypox  were  sexually  transmitted, and
overwhelmingly among same-sex persons (male and
male) with many sexual partners, especially those with a
history of travel to countries in Africa, Europe and North
America or other countries where the disease has broken
out.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Minimum wage talks kick off Aug 15

The Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training will
convene a tripartite meeting on August 15 to negotiate a
2023 minimum wage in the garment sector. The meeting
will be attended by workers’ representatives from trade
unions and factory owner representatives. In a notice, the
ministry said the meeting of the National Council on
Minimum Wage (NCMW) will be convened at the
ministry in the presence of Ith Samheng, labour minister
and head of the NCMW. “The meeting will involve the
presentation of updated figures of formal data and
reputable academic research on social criteria — such as
household status, inflation rates and the cost of living —
and economic  criteria, including  productivity,
competitiveness of the country, the labour market
situation and sectoral profitability,” the notice said. “As
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we do every year according to the law, the government
must establish a forum where factory owners’
representatives and workers’ representatives can meet and
exchange requests and necessities. We will do our best to
act as a facilitators in these negotiations,” said labour
ministry spokesman Heng Sour.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Kandal aims to promote youth development

Deputy Governor of Kandal province Hun Kosny
expressed her appreciation for the leaders of all education
departments and units for their commitment to ensuring
the sustainability of effective, quality student learning.
She wrote in a social media post that strengthening the
education sector was important. Making the youth a
priority was essential to improving the sector and the
society, adding that good students also led to good
schools. She said that on the 23rd International Youth Day
— with the theme “Youth and key activities in the school
community” — which was held August 12 at the Kandal
provincial teacher training school. The event was attended
by over 280 people including department leaders,
teachers, students, youth council members, the Red Cross
youth, the young scouts and members of the Union of
Youth Federations of Cambodia. Kosny added that the
education has been moving towards a more complete
technical form, in line with Cambodia’s Digital Economy
and Society Policy Framework 2021-2035. Kosny urged
the provincial department of education — as well as the
private education sector — to take the initiative and
provide short-term skills training to strengthen the
capacity of the young.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

New global alliance launched to end AIDS in
children by 2030

Globally, only half (52%) of children living with HIV are
on life-saving treatment, far behind adults where three
quarters (76%) are receiving antiretrovirals, according to
the data that has just been released in the UNAIDS Global

AIDS Update 2022. Concerned by the stalling of progress
for children, and the widening gap between children and
adults, UNAIDS, UNICEF, WHO and partners have
brought together a global alliance to ensure that no child
living with HIV is denied treatment by the end of the
decade and to prevent new infant HIV infections. The new
Global Alliance for Ending AIDS in Children by 2030
was announced by leading figures at the International
AIDS Conference taking place in Montreal, Canada. In
addition to the United Nations agencies, the alliance
includes civil society movements, including the Global
Network of People living with HIV, national governments
in the most affected countries, and international partners,
including PEPFAR and the Global Fund. Twelve
countries have joined the alliance in the first phase:
Angola, Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC), Kenya, Mozambique,
Nigeria, South Africa, Uganda, the United Republic of
Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

Source: Khmer Times

Arctic warming is happening significantly faster
than previously thought, study finds

Things are heating up at the top of the world about four
times faster than the rest of the globe, according to new
research on the Arctic, where some of the most dramatic
effects of climate change are already playing out.
Previous studies — which have evaluated data over longer
time periods — had estimated that the Arctic region is
warming twice as fast as the global average, a
phenomenon known as Arctic amplification. But scientists
at the Finnish Meteorological Institute now say that since
1979 the Arctic is actually warming at a significantly
faster rate than that. In some spots, the researchers found
that warming has been even more pronounced in recent
decades. The area around the Barents Sea, for instance,
has warmed seven times faster than the global average,
they said.

Source: NBC News
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