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Gov’t eyes 7% poverty rate

The government will redouble efforts to reduce
Cambodia’s poverty rate to a level at or below seven per
cent in the near future to continue the nation’s recent
record of progress, from at least 50 per cent in the 1990s
to below 10 per cent before the Covid-19 pandemic
struck. Meas Soksensan, secretary of state at the Ministry
of Economy and Finance, said the government had strived
to help the poor and vulnerable prior to Covid-19 and
continued to do so during the pandemic to get them out of
poverty. He was speaking at an August 2 press conference
to highlight the ministry’s five-year achievements. During
the pandemic, around 700,000 households were provided
with direct assistance, totalling about 2.7 million people.
Over the past 25 months, the total budget provided to the
poor and vulnerable has been $744 million, with some
expenditures ongoing. Soksensan also said that the relief
package for the poor and vulnerable citizenry had also
helped with economic growth of between 0.45 and 0.55
per cent while also reducing the poverty rate by 2.5 to
three per cent. The government, through the finance
ministry, had to maintain its policy of providing financial
aid packages to help small and medium enterprises for the
vulnerable sectors along with continuing support for poor
people, he said.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Preah Sihanouk Administration holds meeting to
establish second Food Security and Nutrition
Coordinating Working Group

A meeting was held by the provincial administration of
Preah Sihanouk to address the need of the strengthening
food security capacity at the local level in the province.

The meeting was held yesterday, and presided over by
Kao Muy Thong, Deputy Secretary General of the
Council for Agricultural and Rural Development of the
Office of the Council of Ministers and Kong Vitan,
Deputy Governor of Preah Sihanouk. Vitan said that the
Preah Sihanouk Food Security and Nutrition Coordinating
Working Group is an important task set by the Royal
Government in the Sustainable Development Goals in line
with the National Strategy 2019-2023 to support society.
He continued that this is a key mechanism for addressing
needs through strengthening the capacity for food security
at the municipal, district, commune and sangkat levels.
Muy Thong stated that the Council for Agricultural and
Rural Development has cooperated with the Preah
Sihanouk Provincial Administration and the working
group of two international organizations, GIZ Cambodia
and Helen Keller International Cambodia (HKI). The
main point is to establish provincial working groups
related to food security and nutrition to form a multi-
sectoral working group in line with the fourth phase of the
Rectangular Strategy.

Source: Khmer Times

PM to China’s Wang: Kingdom still sees Covid
fight as priority

Prime Minister Hun Sen, at an August 4 meeting with
Chinese State Councillor and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Wang Yi, said that while Cambodia had succeeded in the
initial Covid-19 fight, the continuing battle remained a
priority. Hun Sen thanked China for donating Covid-19
vaccines to Cambodia to assist in the fight against the
disease, with the Kingdom ranked number one for its
vaccination rollout. “Though we have been successful, the
battle against Covid-19 remains our priority, with us
especially continuing to work on public health. We
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continue, in particular, to do whatever we can to be able
to produce Covid-19 vaccines in Cambodia in the future,”
he said. The premier also spoke of economic recovery and
the reopening of socio-economic activities, with
Cambodia remaining able to export goods and increase
people’s incomes. He made mention of strategies for
2024-2026, saying the Kingdom is prepared to purchase
more than 100 million Covid-19 vaccine doses in the
future to ensure it continues to be protected against the
virus. Wang told Hun Sen at the meeting that China will
lend the Kingdom a hand whenever it is needed.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

UNGA Recognizes Human Right to Clean,
Healthy, and Sustainable Environment

The UN General Assembly (UNGA) passed a resolution
recognizing the right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable
environment as a human right. The UNGA calls upon
States, international organizations, businesses, and other
stakeholders to “scale up efforts” to ensure a clean,
healthy, and sustainable environment for all. The
resolution (A/76/L.75) notes that the right to a clean,
healthy, and sustainable environment is “related to other
rights and existing international law,” and affirms that its
promotion “requires the full implementation” of the
multilateral environmental agreements (MEAS) “under the
principles of international environmental law.” The
UNGA adopted the resolution on 28 July 2022, by a
recorded vote of 161 in favor and zero against. Originally
proposed by Costa Rica, the Maldives, Morocco,
Slovenia, and Switzerland, and later co-sponsored by
more than 100 countries, the UNGA resolution is based
on a similar text, adopted by the UN Human Rights
Council (UNHRC) in October 2021, which represented
the first formal recognition at the global level of the right
to a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment.

Source: 11S

VP Kamala Harris outlines $1B in federal aid for
climate resiliency

Vice President Kamala Harris traveled to South Florida on
Monday to announce more than $1 billion in federal
funding to improve infrastructure nationwide to increase
resiliency to excessive heat and climate change. "Today
our administration is investing more than $1 billion
through FEMA to fund climate-resilient projects in 343
cities, towns and counties around our nation," Harris said
after meeting with leaders at the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and the National Hurricane Center
in Miami. The White House unveiled the Building
Resilient Infrastructure and Communities Program earlier
Monday saying it will benefit all 50 states, three territories
and Washington, D.C. The White House said the $1
billion investment is double last year's funding for
climate-resilient infrastructure and credited the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law. Harris referenced deadly flooding in
Missouri and Kentucky, drought and wildfires in
California and heat waves across the nation as she
outlined the administration's investment during her speech
at Florida International University.

Source: UPI
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