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USAID publishes first guidebook on Upper
Mekong ecotourism community

USAID Prey Lang Baitong Project assisted (Non-Timber
Forest Products-Exchange Programme) NTFP-EP in
compiling and publishing the first guidelines on the
establishment and  management of  ecotourism
communities along the Upper Mekong River. This
guideline was developed in collaboration with
stakeholders based on the experiences of communities,
NGOs and local authorities in the Upper Mekong region.
On 27 July, the guideline was implemented in Kratie with
the participation of the Deputy Provincial Governor and
representatives of the Provincial Department of Tourism,
the Department of Environment and the Department of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, as well as partner
local authorities, NGOs and community members. These
guidelines include: locating potential new ecotourism
communities, selecting committee members, building
community capacity, developing ecotourism products,
marketing strategies, governance and oversight. This is
the first official guideline on the establishment and
management of ecotourism communities in Cambodia.
With this new guideline, sub-national authorities,
communities and NGOs can use it as a roadmap for the
successful establishment and promotion of ecotourism
communities.

Source: Khmer Times

Education reform needs to focus on child-friendly
environment

School-oriented education reform focus on education, a
child-friendly environment and new teaching methods.
This statement was made by Dr Nath Bunroeun, Secretary

of State of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports,
during a consultative workshop. The Secretary of State
highlighted the eight priorities of the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports, including: School reform;
teacher development through teacher; digital education
Science and technology education; promoting health
education; youth development to improve 21st century
skills; establishment of a Centre of Excellence in Higher
Education Institutions System building and capacity
development. Dr Bunroeun asked all stakeholders and
participants to organize a systematic construction related
to policy planning, school management and teaching
methods. Dr Bunroeun made recommendations clearly
defining the progress, challenges and measures to get
ideas and experiences according to the actual situation. He
told officials to clearly identify progress, challenges, and
measures to support female educators at the national, sub-
national, and school levels.

Source: Khmer Times

More than 560 animals rescued by the
conservationists in Q1

In the first three months of 2022, the Wildlife Rescue
Team of the Cambodian Wildlife Alliance rescued more
than 560 animals. Conservationists have carried out
hundreds of operations to curb the illegal wildlife trade,
including rescuing and confiscating wildlife. 150 seized
animals have been released back into the wild, while it is
unclear if the rest are being rehabilitated. The source
added that the largest number of animals rescued were
turtles, of which 98 were rescued and 20 were released.
Conservationists have called for more participation in the
fight to save Cambodia’s wildlife and forests. The
Government has implemented measures to increase the
security in the country’s numerous protected areas. The
Ministry of Environment has said that the protection of
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wildlife is possible through the participation of the park
rangers. The Ministry also implemented the Zero-Trap
Campaign in various provinces that saw the destruction
and banning of wildlife traps.

Source: Khmer Times

Ministry holds International Youth Day cycling
challenge

The Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training will
celebrate International Youth Day 2022 on August 6
through a cycling event intended to show solidarity and
support for inclusivity and improved work opportunities
for people with disabilities. In a July 26 announcement, it
said the day’s event will be co-organised with the Decent
Employment for Youth (DEY II) programme run by the
ministry and the UN in Cambodia, noting that the event
will start out in front of Koh Pich Convention and
Exhibition Centre in Phnom Penh at 5am. “We will hold
this event on Saturday, August 6, to mark International
Youth Day 2022 and stimulate the interest and the
attention of the main stakeholders such as government and
policy-makers, the private sector, development partners
and national and international donors in supporting,
coordinating and creating decent and inclusive jobs for
disabled youth,” said the ministry.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

UN Coordinates Policy Responses to Global Food
Crisis

The President of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) and
the Chairperson of the Committee on World Food
Security (CFS) of the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the UN (FAO) co-convened a high-level special event
to foster coordinated global policy responses to the
current food crisis, “supported by —and in support of — the
Secretary-General’s Global Crisis Response Group on
Food, Energy, and Finance.” Participants representing
Member States, the UN system, civil society, the private
sector, academia, and other stakeholders shared initiatives

and discussed strategies and policy options to identify
emerging areas of convergence in addressing the global
food crisis. Highlighting the findings of the 2022 report
on the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World
(SOFI 2022) and the World Bank’s recent estimates “that
the conflict in Ukraine will plunge an additional 95
million people into extreme poverty, and 50 million into
severe hunger,” UNGA President Abdulla Shahid called
the situation “critical.” He said “[w]e must collectively
mobilize to alleviate global hunger and malnutrition, and
address the factors that cause them,” and urged “a deeper
commitment to multilateralism” as “only together can we
alleviate hunger and malnutrition, and the ongoing crises
and inequalities that contribute to these ills.”

Source: 1S
China's Wuhan shuts down district of 1 million
people over 4 asymptomatic Covid cases

The Chinese metropolis of Wuhan has shut down a
district of almost a million people after detecting four
asymptomatic Covid cases, as the original epicenter of the
pandemic takes no chances in preventing another outbreak
under China's stringent zero-Covid policy. Authorities in
Wuhan's Jiangxia district, home to more than 970,000
people, announced Wednesday its main urban areas would
enforce three days of "temporary control measures."
Entertainment venues -- including bars, cinemas and
internet cafes -- small clinics and agricultural product
marketplaces were closed; restaurant dining and large
gatherings, from performances to conferences, were
suspended; all places of worship were shut and religious
activities banned; while tutoring institutions and tourist
attractions halted operations, according to a government
statement. All public transport, from buses to subway
services, were suspended, and residents were urged not to
leave the district unless absolutely necessary. Authorities
also identified four high-risk neighborhoods where
residents are banned from leaving their homes. A further
four neighborhoods were designated as medium-risk,
meaning residents cannot leave their compounds.

Source: CNN
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