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Hun Sen, Momen talks focus on food security,
boosting ties

Bangladesh Foreign Minister Abdul Momen has
expressed his government’s interest in boosting ties with
Cambodia, particularly on economy and food security,
during his meeting with Prime Minister Hun Sen on
Friday. Abdul Momen, who was on a two-day official
visit, also briefed the Prime Minister on the situation of
Rohingya refugees, economic situation and Covid-19
pandemic in Bangladesh, said Eang Sophalleth, Assistant
to Mr Hun Sen. “On the occasion, Abdul Momen
requested the expansion of cooperation between both
nations in all fields, especially trade, in order to maintain
food security at a time when the world is facing rising
food prices,” said Sophalleth. Sophalleth said that the
Prime Minister encouraged Bangladeshi investors to
invest in Cambodia, mainly in rice milling and storage by
buying rice directly from farmers or by contract farming.
According to the press release of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, both sides exchanged information and
experiences on the process of national reconciliation,
peace building and socio-economic development. Over
the past three decades, relations between the two countries
have deepened and both countries have been cooperating
with each other in bilateral and multilateral arrangements.

Source: Khmer Times

Students and teachers of remote school in Oddar
Meanchey calls for aid to meet school needs

Students and teachers at Ha Leam Sen Chey Primary
School, located in a remote location, have pleaded for
philanthropists to provide aid to their school and support
its operations. Ha Leam Sen Chey Primary School is
suffering from many needs and according to the teachers,
since the establishment of the school, back in 2017, until

the present there is no proper school building. The
students and teachers have their classes in makeshift
structures. Panha stated that due to its remote location, the
students are experiencing a shortage of school supplies,
school uniforms, sportswear, vehicles (bicycles) and
sports equipment. Due to this they are seeking for
philanthropic assistance.

Source: Khmer Times

Weaving bamboo with ancestral skill in Kampong
Chhnang

Men and women, young and old, in Kampong Chhnang
province’s Cheung Kreav commune are supplementing
their farming incomes to support their families while
maintaining their identity by weaving traditional
handicrafts using skills handed down from their ancestors.
The families reside in nine villages in Rolea Bier district’s
Cheung Kreav commune, weaving items such as bamboo
baskets the traditional way and displaying them for sale in
front of their homes, with others transported by cart to sell
in other districts. Srey Mom, 30, a farmer and bamboo
basket weaver residing in Teuk Chenh village, said she
knows how to weave a variety of items from bamboo,
such as large and small baskets and sieves, even fixing the
finishing touches herself. “Since ancient times, most
people in the whole Cheung Kreav commune have been
engaged in weaving bamboo handicrafts — never giving up
because it’s a tradition from the ancestors as well as a side
business which can make some extra income,” Srey Mom
said. Despite an abundance of plastic products, bamboo
woven handicrafts are still in high demand from
Cambodian people and still serve as functional items. And
the people of Kampong Chhnang province’s Cheung
Kreav commune call on all Cambodians to support their
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bamboo handicrafts to help preserve the traditional skills
of the Khmer ancestors to pass down to the next
generations.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Healthy public food procurement and service
policies

The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World
2022 report reveals the heavy global burden of hunger and
malnutrition in all its forms. The lingering effects of the
Covid-19 pandemic — along with disruption to the food
supply caused by intensified conflict and extreme climate
events — continue to impede progress towards achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) targets.
Globally, more than 3 billion people cannot afford a
healthy diet. Unhealthy diets cause millions of deaths per
year through, for example, inadequate consumption of
whole grains, legumes, vegetables and fruit, and high
consumption of sodium/salt, sugars and harmful fatsl. A
key message of the report is that current government
support to the food and agricultural sectors is often not
aligned with the promotion of healthy diets. This report
shows how re-aligning food and agriculture policies can
increase access to nutritious foods and make food systems
more healthy, equitable and sustainable. Existing public
budgets need to be allocated in different ways, to
stimulate production of more nutritious foods, increase
their availability and reduce their costs so that healthy
diets can be affordable. At the same time, other food
system policies need to complement these efforts to
increase their impact by creating incentives and
supportive environments for healthy diets.

Source: Khmer Times

Global extinction threat may be much higher than
previously thought

The threat of extinction to all species on Earth may be
much higher than previously thought, a new study
suggests, after a biodiversity survey found that about 30%
of species have been globally threatened or driven to

extinction since the year 1500. An international team of
researchers surveyed a "large and diverse group” of
biodiversity experts from around the world "who
collectively study all major taxa and habitats in
freshwater, terrestrial and marine ecosystems," according
to the study published this week in the journal Frontiers in
Ecology and the Environment. The 3,331 biodiversity
experts from 113 countries were asked to estimate past
and future global biodiversity loss as well as rank factors
that drive species to become globally threatened or
extinct. The experts, who had all published significant
studies on biodiversity of their own, also ranked the
drivers of global biodiversity loss and estimated its
impacts on ecosystems and people. The researchers, led
by University of Minnesota associate professor Forest
Isbell, compared the survey results to other sources of
information and noted that the study carries importance
because "decision makers often rely on expert judgment to
fill knowledge gaps."

Source: UPI

Australia losing animals and natural land as
environment deteriorates

A five-year government report found Australia’s
environment continues to deteriorate due to climate
change, resource extraction and other causes, prompting
leaders on Tuesday to promise new laws and enforcement
of them. The State of the Environment report also adds
political pressure on the government to set a more
ambitious greenhouse gas reduction target when
Parliament resumes next week for the first time since May
21 elections. The center-left Labor Party won on pledges
including greater action on climate change. It wants a
target to reduce emissions by 43 percent below 2005 by
the end of the decade enshrined in law when Parliament
sits on July 26.

Source: NBC News
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