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Kingdom set to mark Arbour Day with 13,100
new trees

Cambodia’'s official ceremonies in honour of National
Tree Planting or Arbour Day on July 9 will be held at the
Sambour Meas forest extension and restoration station in
Snoeng commune’s Sambour Meas village of Battambang
province’s Banan district. The Kingdom plans to mark the
day by planting 13,100 saplings on 10ha of land, while
other smaller tree planting events have been organised in
the capital and provinces as well, according to Suon
Sovann, deputy director of the Forestry Administration
(FA) under the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries. Sovann said on July 6 that the Arbour Day
celebrations in Battambang province are the nation’s
largest planned and will be honoured by King Norodom
Sihamoni’s attendance. Sovann said that planting trees
was not only being done to celebrate the occasion, but
also to inspire people everywhere to plant trees and create
forest cover to renew the environment and contribute to
economic development, society, culture, tourism, research
and education about protecting biodiversity. Sovann also
called for an end to illegal deforestation, hunting and
trapping of animals in Cambodia’s protected natural areas
and wildlife sanctuaries.

Source: The Star

ANA provides 6,350 saplings over nine days

APSARA National Authority (ANA) on July 7 announced
that it had distributed a total of 6,350 saplings between
June 27 and July 5 to monks, local authorities and the
public to plant at Buddhist pagodas, schools and other
sites. One thousand of these were given to Preah In Kosa
pagoda to plant around Samdech Techo Hun Sen High

School, in Sangvoeuy commune of southeastern Siem
Reap province’s Chi Kraeng district. Most were luxury-
wood species such as Siamese rosewood or kranhoung
(Dalbergia cochinchinensis), Burma padauk or thnong
(Pterocarpus macrocarpus), and beng (Afzelia xylocarpa).
Another 2,500 saplings — including 500 kranhoung, 300
thnong and 200 beng — were provided to Prasat Reachea
Samrong pagoda to plant in the Sorng Rukhavorn
community forest in Kon Kriel commune of Oddar
Meanchey province’s Samrong town. Another 1,500 were
distributed to Visuthimakk pagoda in Leang Dai
commune of Siem Reap’s Angkor Thom district, and 500
more were given to a department under the ANA to plant
near Ta Kav gate, or the western gate of Angkor Thom
temple complex. The remaining 850 saplings were
divided among local associations, media companies, and
ordinary citizens to plant at a variety of suitable locations.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Active COVID cases near 100 for Cambodia as
‘mini surge’ continues

After enjoying almost 2 months of being COVID free,
official figures released today show that, for the 12th day
in a row, Cambodia has recorded new COVID cases.
Today’s official daily new COVID case total (diagnosed
by PCR test) was 17, bringing the COVID case total to
136,343 cases. Cambodia announced O new deaths,
bringing the total to 3,056 direct deaths from COVID-19
in Cambodia. The Kingdom recorded 17 new community
and 0 new imported cases of the new variant. The
Kingdom recorded 17 new community and 0 new
imported cases of the new variant. There are now 81
active COVID cases (diagnosed by PCR test) in The
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Kingdom. Despite the re-emergence of Covid-19 cases in
the Kingdom, Cambodia said on Friday it will lift
quarantine requirements for unvaccinated or not fully
vaccinated inbound travelers, but require them to undergo
a rapid antigen test upon their arrivals.

Source: Khmer Times

Number of foreign tourists increasing in
Cambodia

The number of international tourists coming into
Cambodia has seen an increase in the first half of 2022,
with numbers expected to gradually increase. The
numbers of tourists from the European continent and the
United States have increased by 20 to 25 percent, while
the number of tourists from the Asia-Pacific only saw an
increase of one percent due to the lack of Chinese tourist.
Thong Rathsak, Director General of Tourism
Development and International Cooperation and Acting
Director of the Secretariat of the Royal Working Group,
stated that the government and private sector is working
to promote tourism post-Covid-19. Rathsak said that in
July 2022, Cambodia received a significant number of
incoming flights. He added that all ASEAN member
countries are currently prioritizing the implementation of
the 2022-2023 Action Plan on tourism. He reviewed the
overall work results achieved and assessed that all
relevant units have performed their work. In line with the
road map, achieving 80 percent as of the first half of
2022.

Source: Khmer Times

Group of 150 southern fin whales observed in
Antarctic

Researchers observed a group of 150 southern fin whales
feeding in the antarctic, the largest since the ban on
commercial whaling, according to a study published
Thursday, The group was the largest group of southern fin

whales -- the second largest species of whale behind the
blue whale -- observed feeding in their ancestral feeding
grounds in Antarctic waters since a ban on commercial
whaling in 1976, researchers said in a study published in
the journal Scientific Reports. Researchers set out on an
initial expedition in 2018 to investigate the effects of
climate change on Antarctic krill, which serve as the basis
for the Antarctic food web and could benefit from the
rebounding population of southern fin whales.

Source: UPI

Italy declares state of emergency for drought-
stricken north

Italy on Monday declared a state of emergency for areas
surrounding the Po river, which accounts for roughly a
third of the country’s agricultural production and is
suffering its worst drought for 70 years. The government
decree will allow authorities to cut through red tape and
take action immediately if they think it necessary, such as
to impose water rationing for homes and businesses. The
Po is Italy’s longest river which runs for more than 400
miles through the wealthy north of Italy. Its waters help
irrigate rice paddies, farm fields and grazing land for
cows, including some whose milk is used to make prized
Parmigiano Reggiano cheese. However, many stretches of
the waterway have run dry and farmers say the flow is so
weak that sea water is seeping inland, destroying crops.
The government said in a statement that the emergency
measures would cover lands that bordered the Po and the
water basins of the eastern Alps. More broadly, it also
introduced a state of emergency in five northern regions
— Emilia-Romagna, Friuli Venezia Giulia, Lombardy,
Piedmont and Veneto — earmarking an initial 36.5
million euros ($38 million) of funds to help them tackle
the water shortage.

Source: NBC News
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