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Tackling marine pollution: Individual action, key
to ocean restoration

On Monday, thousands of people gathered at Altice Arena
in Lisbon, Portugal, for the first day of the long-awaited
UN Ocean Conference. Riding on the global momentum
generated by the event, experts are pushing for a new
international commitment to combat pollution, including
at sea. According to the UN Environment Programme
(UNEP), the amount of marine litter and plastic waste, has
been growing rapidly. And without meaningful action,
emissions of plastics into aquatic ecosystems, are
projected to nearly triple by 2040. Following the high-
level plenary, a panel of experts met to discuss the marine
pollution issue, focusing on finding solutions. Pollution
cuts across several sectors and is strongly interconnected
with the other planetary crises of climate change and
biodiversity loss. Combatting marine pollution is a global
challenge, that needs a global approach if it’s to be
mitigated, experts remarked. Speaking in Lisbon, Janis
Searles Jones, Chief Executive Officer at the Ocean
Conservancy, in Portland, Oregon, stressed that “life
below water is essential to life above water”, and
underlined the urgency of reducing single-use plastic, and
faster action. One of the expected outcomes of the
Conference and of the United Nations Decade of Ocean
Science for Sustainable Development is to identify
science-based and innovative actions to overcome
challenges in reaching SDG Goal 14 including in the
preventing, reducing, and elimination of marine plastic
litter.

Source: Khmer Times

Construction of P Sihanouk’s third wastewater
treatment plant more than 40 pct completed

Construction of the third wastewater treatment project in
Preah Sihanouk has achieved 44 percent of the total
construction plan. Kouch Chamroeun, Governor of Preah
Sihanouk, told local news on June 28 that the wastewater
treatment plant is located in Sangkat 4, Preah Sihanouk.
The plant, as of June 28, is 44 percent completed and is
scheduled to be completed in 2023. The third wastewater
treatment plant, located at O’Poy Chheuteal, has a
capacity of treating 20,000 cubic metres of water daily.
Construction of the plant started after the first and second
treatment plant was put into operation. The treatment
plants will filter and treat water before it is dumped into
the sea. The city’s wastewater was previously discharged
into coastal areas through canals and natural streams, but
now much of it flows into the basin at a 16-hectare land.
The project was developed by the National Committee for
Coastal Management and Development of Cambodia.

Source: Khmer Times
Energy efficiency policy due end-2022

Cambodia plans to roll out a new national policy on
energy efficiency by the end of 2022 in a bid to slow the
growth rate of national energy demand from 2014-2035
by at least 20 per cent by the end of the period. Initiated in
2021 with the support of the Asian Development Bank
(ADB), the national policy introduces similar sector-
specific targets, such as 25 per cent for industry as well as
the building sub-sector, and 15 per cent for the
transportation sector. Although more concrete figures for
the new document are not publicly available, the 2013
edition of the policy had set a similar goal, indicating an
assumed total energy demand of 5.95 millions of tonnes
of oil equivalent (Mtoe) in 2035, meaning that the target
would be to bring that figure down to 4.76 Mtoe.
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However Enerdata statistics suggest that energy demand
topped 8 Mtoe in 2020. Ministry of Mines and Energy
director-general for energy Heng Kunleang told The Post
that his ministry had finished a draft of the national policy
and forwarded it to the Economic and Financial Policy
Committee for review before it is submitted to the
government for approval.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Lightning injures six students in Battambang, one
seriously

Six students at Rattanak Mondul Secondary School in
Battambang province were electrocuted and knocked
unconscious on the afternoon of June 27 when three
lightning strikes hit a tree growing in the schoolyard about
20m away from their classroom. Rattanak Mondul district
police chief Sorn Nil said the students injured by the
lightning strikes were five girls and one boy all between
the ages of 12 and 15. One of the girls, Lot Mina, 15, was
seriously injured and is still being treated at Battambang
Provincial Referral Hospital. Chhuon Sophea, an English
teacher at the school who was present for the incident,
told The Post that the school had a zinc roof and when it
rained heavily, the day's lessons were routinely
interrupted by the noise from the rain until it stopped.
Sophea said some of the children were playing games
while others were drawing or chatting. The students who
were injured were gathered at the doorway to the
classroom watching the storm outside when there was a
sudden flash of light and then three lightning strikes hit
the tree in the schoolyard in quick succession. Five of the
six injured students were discharged from the hospital by
10:30am the next day on June 28, with the exception of
Lot Mina, whose injuries are more severe and are still
being treated at the provincial referral hospital, according
to school principal Pheng Vuthy, who paid her a visit
earlier.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Supreme Court curbs EPA's power to limit
carbon emissions at power plants

The Supreme Court ruled Thursday that the
Environmental Protection Agency has no authority in

regulating carbon emissions from existing power plants.
The 6-3 ruling along ideological lines hamstrings the
Biden administration in its goal of lowering the output of
such emissions into the atmosphere. Chief Justice John
Roberts wrote in the majority opinion that Congress must
have a say in applying such rules. The case was brought
by a coalition of Republican-led states -- led by West
Virginia -- and coal companies that contested an earlier
federal appeals court decision that said the EPA had the
power to issue the kind of regulations they opposed. The
Obama administration had planned to require states to
lower carbon dioxide emissions by replacing coal power
plants with green energy sources. About 62% of U.S.
electricity comes from burning fossil fuels, according to
government statistics.

Source: UPI

PM pushes for people to purchase EVs due to
rising fuel prices

Prime Minister Hun Sen said that people with moderate
budget should buy electric cars as fuel prices continue to
rise. While speaking at the celebration of National Fish
Day on July 1, Prime Minister Hun Sen said, “I think it is
necessary and those who have enough money should start
to change from now on to use cars that use batteries or
electricity, such as PRIUS cars that can use both batteries
and fuel.” The Premier said that the use of this type of car
can reduce fuel costs. “I see two benefits: first. Reducing
the cost of gasoline and secondly, reducing traffic
accidents. Well, those who have the money can buy
battery or electric cars,” he said. The Prime Minister
apologized to the people for rising fuel prices and said,
“’Rising oil prices are a global consequence, and rising
oil and gas prices stem from the Russia-Ukraine war.”
Figures from the Ministry of Commerce show that the
price of gas increased by 35.8 percent. Meanwhile, in
Cambodia, there are more than 4 million motorcycles.

Source: Khmer Times
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