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Two sites selected for UNESCO World Natural
Heritage list

The Ministry of Environment is set to submit two of the
Kingdom’s conservation areas for inclusion on the
UNESCO’s World Natural Heritage list. According to
ministry secretary of state and spokesman Neth Pheaktra,
they include the Phnom Theng Natural Heritage Park in
Preah Vihear province and the Mekong Anlong Kampi
Irrawaddy dolphin conservation area spanning Kratie and
Stung Treng provinces. Neth Pheaktra revealed the plans
while launching the Zero Snaring Campaign in Kratie
province on June 18. He noted that as Cambodia was yet
to have a UNESCO World Natural Heritage area despite a
number of ancient temples listed as world cultural
heritage, the ministry had received a mandate from the
government to prepare the three sites for submission.
They were among five conservation areas inspected by an
inter-ministerial body for potential inscription, with the
other three being the Phnom Nam Lear Rock in
Moldulkiri province, the Prek Prasab Wildlife Sanctuary
in Kratie province and the Southern Cardamom National
Park. We are preparing further documents on the two
areas selected by the inter-ministerial body, from the five
inspected, for inclusion as World Natural Heritage, with
Phnom Theng Natural Heritage Park and Mekong Prek
Kampi dolphin sanctuary boasting an abundance of
wildlife.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Underwater acoustic receivers set up to track
largest stingray

Scientists from Wonders of the Mekong and the Fisheries
Administration (FiA) have set up 36 underwater acoustic
receivers along the upper reaches of the Mekong River in
Cambodia to better track the movements of a stingray
believed to be the largest freshwater fish ever caught,

excluding beluga sturgeons, which also occupy saltwater
environments. The specimen reportedly weighed 300kg
and measured 398cm from its snout to the tip of its tail,
with a width of 220cm, which Wonders of the Mekong
scientists noted dethroned the previous record-holder, a
293kg Mekong giant catfish caught in Thailand in 2005.
The stingray was released back into the Mekong on the
evening of June 14, after it was weighed, fitted with an
acoustic tag at the base of its tail, and named “Boramy” —
which translates as “full moon” in Khmer — for the dusk
moon shining on the horizon during its release, according
to Chea Seila, the programme manager for the Wonders of
the Mekong in Cambodia. The three dozen acoustic
receivers were set up along the Mekong between
southwestern Kratie province where it meets Kampong
Cham, to northern Stung Treng, up to the border with
Laos’ Champasak province.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Zero Snaring Campaign sees restaurants
volunteer to end sale of wild meat

A senior official from the Ministry of Environment said
that the Zero Snaring Campaign encouraged at least 11
restaurants in Preah Vihear and Kratie to step up and
cease the sale of game meat. Neth Pheaktra, Secretary of
State and Spokesperson of the Ministry of Environment,
made the announcement during the launching ceremony
of the Zero Snaring Campaign in Kratie on June 21. He
said restaurants have been involved in ending the,
trapping, hunting and stopping of the illegal sale of
wildlife meat. Neth Pheaktra, Secretary of State and
Spokesperson of the Ministry of Environment, made the
announcement during the launching ceremony of the Zero
Snaring Campaign in Kratie on June 21. He said
restaurants have been involved in ending the, trapping,
hunting and stopping of the illegal sale of wildlife meat.


https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/two-sites-selected-unesco-world-natural-heritage-list#:~:text=According%20to%20ministry%20secretary%20of%20state%20and%20spokesman,conservation%20area%20spanning%20Kratie%20and%20Stung%20Treng%20provinces.
https://m.phnompenhpost.com/national/underwater-acoustic-receivers-set-track-largest-stingray

Secretary of State Pheaktra also called on restaurant
owners to join in preventing the trafficking of wild
animals. He also called those who participate in the
hunting and trapping of animals to stop.

Source: Khmer Times

More than 200 rosewood trees chopped down
illegally

A group of people were arrested by the authorities for
cutting down more than 200 rosewood trees from more
than 23 hectares of land. Tip Nhata, Chief Inspector of
North Tonle Sap Lake, and Lang Kiseng, Governor of
Santuk District led the joint force crackdown on a group
of criminals. The criminals were arrested at Cambodia-
Japan Forest and Wildlife Research located in Kraya
Village, Santuk District, Kampong Thom. Nhata said that
these rogue groups gradually carried out covert activities
between June 4 and June 5. During the initial inspection
the criminals escaped and hid themselves until their arrest
on June 25 and June 26. The group of about 20 people
tried to fight against the authorities with homemade
weapons during their arrest. Bun Sothy, Director of
Forestry Administration of Kampong Thom Province,
said that the officers have arrested perpetrators and are
preparing for the case to be sent to the provincial court.
Sothy called on all people to stop deforestation and work
together to take care of the environment and biodiversity.
Nguon Rattanak, Governor of Kampong Thom said that
the deforestation of the public property is a serious crime
and cannot be overlooked.

Source: Khmer Times

UN Climate Change Conference Marks Shift from
Negotiating to Implementing

Meeting in person for the first time following a three-year
hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the UNFCCC
subsidiary bodies focused on implementing the provisions
of the Paris Agreement on climate change. Held in a way
that gave prominence to more interactive discussion

formats, the meeting of the subsidiary bodies achieved
progress on some issues, including cooperative
approaches, while leaving most others unresolved. The
Bonn Climate Change Conference, which included the
56th meetings of the Subsidiary Body for Implementation
(SBI) and the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and
Technological Advice (SBSTA), took place in Bonn,
Germany, from 6-16 June 2022, shortly after the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC)
new report had issued a “damning indictment of the first
30 years of the Convention” and “an urgent call to
action,” as greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions are now
higher than in the past decade.

Source: 1ISD

Floods force tens of thousands to evacuate in
south China

Major flooding has forced the evacuation of tens of
thousands of people in southern China, with more rain
expected. Parts of the manufacturing hub of Guangdong
suspended classes, office work and public transport amid
rising waters and the threat of landslides. In the
neighboring province of Jiangxi, almost 500,000 people
have seen damage to their homes and their lives uprooted.
Roughly the same number have been affected in
Guangdong, largely in the cities of Shaoguan, Heyuan and
Meizhou. The heavy rainfall has collapsed roads in some
parts of cities and swept away houses, cars and crops, and
more rain is forecasted for coming days. Chinese
authorities on Sunday issued the year’s first red alert, the
most severe warning, for possible mountain torrents. In
Zhejiang province north of Guangdong, rescue crews in
inflatable boats brought out residents trapped in their
homes in inundated villages.

Source: NBC News
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