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PM: Rush Tonle Sap wetlands’ allocation

Prime Minister Hun Sen ordered the provincial authorities
in the regions surrounding the Tonle Sap Lake to
accelerate the implementation of his order to allocate
some portion of the land around the lake to long-time
residents relying upon it for their livelihoods. He warned
that the authorities must avoid delaying action on the
matter now or risk being accused of forgetting their
campaign promises now that the election is over with.
“Do it now and be practical. Don’t just say it before the
election. After the election you must actually do it. Be
careful or people will say you are cheating,” he said while
presiding over the graduation ceremony of more than
2,000 students at the Royal School of Administration on
June 13. On May 27, the prime minister instructed
authorities in six provinces — Siem Reap, Kampong
Thom, Kampong Chhnang, Pursat, Battambang and
Banteay Meanchey — to re-evaluate the protected areas of
zones two and three, which contain the wetlands
surrounding the Tonle Sap Lake. He told authorities to
ensure that long-time residents of communities there
would not be required to relocate.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

No rest from storms, rainfall and strong winds for
Kingdom

The rainy season continues for Cambodia and after the
recent flood in Phnom Penh, Cambodia will be facing
more rain, thunderstorms and strong wind. The Ministry
of Water Resources and Meteorology (MOWRAM)
issued a report on June 14 on the weather forecast for
June 15 to June 21. The report warned of heavy rainfall
and strong winds that will take place during those days.
According to the MOWRAM, Cambodia will continue to
be affected by low-pressure systems that extended over
northern Thailand, Laos and Vietnam with moderate

southwest monsoon winds. The central lowlands will
experience: Minimum temperature will range from 24-26
°C, the maximum temperature will range from 34-37 °C,
the capital and provinces in the region will receive light to
moderate rain mixed with thunderstorms and strong
winds, some provinces may receive heavy rainfall.
Provinces along the Dangrek Mountains and the
northeastern plateau will experience: the minimum
temperature will range from 23-25 °C, the maximum
temperature will range from 34-36 °C, and the provinces
will experience moderate to heavy rainfall and
thunderstorms. The central lowlands will experience: the
minimum temperature will range from 24-26 °C, the
maximum temperature will range from 34-36 °C, the
capital and provinces in the region will receive light to
moderate rain.

Source: Khmer Times

Kingdom, China ink deal on $4M development
projects

Cambodia and China have signed an agreement on several
development projects in the Kingdom as part of the
Mekong-Lancang Cooperation (MLC) Special Fund 2022,
with more than $4 million allocated for the work. The
agreement was signed on June 13 by Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation Prak Sokhonn and
Chinese ambassador to Cambodia Wang Wentian. “This
year, we have received the budget to launch three new
projects. These will contribute to addressing the
developmental needs in Cambodia in the fields of rural
development, water resources, agriculture, capacity
building, and cultural heritage,” said Sokhonn. “Since its
launch in 2016, the special fund has delivered tangible
outcomes and contributed to enhancing the socio-
economic development of the Mekong-Lancang countries.
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We have further narrowed our development gaps through
integrated and interconnected development, and have
strengthened our capacity to better respond to the needs of
our people,” he added. Sokhonn said Cambodia has
benefited from 80 concrete projects through the MLC
fund, all of which have had “tremendous” positive
impacts on the lives of the people.

Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Zero-snaring fight moves to Kratie

The Zero-Snaring campaign has started after seeing
considerable success in Stung Treng and Preah Vihear.
Neth Pheaktra, Ministry of Environment Secretary of
State said the campaign to eradicate all forms of poaching
and ending the illegal wildlife trade needed the people’s
support and cooperation to succeed. “We need the
people’s collective action to achieve zero-snaring,” he
said when launching the campaign in Kratie today.
Pheaktra said the anti- snaring campaign would eventually
be active in all six provinces east of the Mekong River:
Stung Treng, Preah Vihear, Kratie, Mondulkiri,
Ratanakkiri and Kampong Thom. WWF Cambodia
director Teak Seng said everyone has a role to play in
looking after wild animals in the protected forests.
According to Ministry of Environment, some 61,611 traps
were removed from protected areas in 2021, an increase
of 42% from 43,270 in 2020. The zero-snaring campaign
started on March 3 in Stung Treng followed by Preah
Vihear. It will be introduced in Mondulkiri, Ratanakkiri
and Kampong Thom after the campaign has taken a
foothold in Kratie.

Source: Khmer Times

Hundreds of dead penguins are washing up on
New Zealand beaches

Little blue penguins — a flightless bird native to New
Zealand and the world’s smallest penguin species — have
been washing up dead on the country’s beaches, in what
experts say are more frequent mass die-offs amid
changing climate patterns. Hundreds of lifeless birds have
been found in northern New Zealand since early May,

though the exact number is difficult to determine and
reports are still coming in, said Graeme Taylor, principal
science adviser at the New Zealand Department of
Conservation. The penguins, also known as korora, were
tested for diseases and biotoxins, but appeared to have
died from starvation, Taylor said. “All the birds were at
least half the normal weight, they had no fat on them at all
and their muscle tissue had wasted away.” It is not
unusual for seabirds to die off in large numbers because of
severe weather, conservationists say. But mass deaths
among little blue penguins, which used to take place about
once a decade, have now happened three times in six
years, Taylor said. Experts in New Zealand, where the
little blue penguin is considered “at risk,” expected a
mortality event this summer due to La Nifia, a climate
pattern that affects weather around the world and typically
occurs every three to five years.

Source: NBC News

Polar bears in Greenland adapted to hunt from
glacial ice, study shows

Scientists have discovered that a specific population of
polar bears on Greenland have adapted to hunting from
ice that has broken away from glaciers as global warming
diminishes their natural hunting grounds on sea ice. The
genetically distinct and isolated subpopulation of bears
along Greenland's southeast coast uses the innovative way
of hunting to stave off starvation when sea ice isn't
available to them. The researchers from the United States,
Greenland, Denmark, Norway and Canada published their
findings Thursday in the journal Science. They said the
new information they've learned about this population of
polar bears could increase understanding of the animal's
behaviors as it faces the increasing threat of global
warming. They studied the bears for seven years and
combined that new data with 30 years of historical
information on the island's wider east coast. The team
worked with subsistence hunters in East Greenland, who
shared harvest samples with scientists for genetic analysis.

Source: UPI
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